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Music Teaching At Tarremah

Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom and

‘When the human being is artistically engaged with

philosophy. Music is the electrical soil in which the spirit

tone, he puts his ear to nature and reproduces it in a

lives, thinks and invents’. – Ludwig van Beethoven

series of tones.’ -Steiner, Inner Nature of Music, Lecture III

Tarremah offers a regular music program from Class 1

What IS music and how do we teach it? Music is an
aural art. Music is sound, organised in some way,
passing through time.

through to Class 10.
Each class has a general music class where music is
played, sung, moved to, created, analysed and

With children we begin with imitation, one of the most

experienced in a variety of ways, with the addition of

powerful ways of teaching. This engages them in their

every student singing in weekly assemblies in primary

first aural experience They need to listen, and because

school and the secondary Choir session in the High

of the listening, they repeat, and it requires focus.

school. Classes 4 and 5 experience specialist strings

Repetition and putting them in the circumstance of

training in ‘cello or Violin with Emily Wolfe and an

offering ideas is vital. The creative process starts with

itinerant program of private music tuition in Piano and

an idea which comes from the musical imagination,

Guitar is run by Mischi Sigrist. In addition to this, a

when that is ignited in a group circumstance, we have

regular wander around the classrooms will demonstrate

the power to change lives with music and involve

how music is incorporated into the students’ main

people in music. It ideally starts with very young

lesson with regularity as students play recorder, sing in

children, with access to properly taught music in the

plays, chant text rhythmically, and participate in other

hands of a properly taught music teacher.

musical activities as part of reinforcing and informing

The thing about music is that it is by nature, creative. It

learning.

...continued on Page 4

is abstract. It’s subjective. It doesn’t mean anything
outside itself, yet when we play a sound, we can
interpret that sound as we wish. In each person, any
sort of music will evoke a different response. Music
does not describe. Music does not narrate. Music does
not tell stories. Instead, music evokes. Music suggests,
Music implies. Music opens the mind of a child in an
extraordinary way. This abstraction about music is what
offers a child the chance to move into a special world of
thinking. Creative thinking.

James—Class 7

Diary Dates
Wednesday 20 October
Thursday 21 October
Friday 22 October
Sunday 31 October
Monday 1 November
Wednesday 3 November
Wednesday 3 November
Saturday 6 November
Sunday 7 November
Monday 8 November

6:30pm

10:00am—1:00pm
2:00pm—3:00pm
9:30am
6:30pm
10:00am—3:00pm

P&F Meeting
Royal Hobart Show Day Public Holiday
School Holiday
Beautifying the School for the Spring Fair
Class 10 Enrichment Pursuit Viewing
Secondary School Tour
P&F Meeting
Spring Fair Set-up
Spring Fair
Student Free Day

Honeysuckle Room

Class 9 & 10
Honeysuckle Room

Goethe Competition 2021

3rd Morgan

Tarremah students were again very successful across all

Class 7:
1st Tango
2nd Rachael
3rd Sarah

categories in this year’s Goethe Competition, which was
once more impacted by Covid-19 restrictions. Poem
recitals were videoed at school and emailed to the
judges, the sections with Conversation, Reading or
Listening Comprehension tasks were cancelled, and

Class 8: Native Speaker Category:
1st Raban

there was no prize giving ceremony.

Class 10:
2nd Jasmine

In the Poster Category for Classes 3 to 7 students could

I would like to congratulate the winners and thank all

enter hand-drawn posters with illustrations of their free

the students who worked so hard during the past Term

time activities, a topic that excited quite a few students.

to complete their entries in the different categories.

The activities ranged from sailing to fencing, spending
time with pets, reading, sewing, baking and metal
detecting.
These are the results:
Class 3:
3rd Indiana
Honourable Mention: Thomas
Class 4:
1st Arlo
Honourable Mention: Mae
Class 5:
1st Ari and Fin
2nd Zephy
Honourable Mention: Emere
Class 6:
1st Ophelia
Honourable Mention: Christian, Morgan
Class 7:
1st Sarah
2nd Lena
3rd Fritha
Honourable Mention: Rachael, Tango
In Classes 5 to 10 the students learnt a German poem
by heart and entered in the Poem Recital Category. The
contents of the different poems included two friends
briefly meeting on an escalator, the sad story of a
hungry and inattentive butterfly, the importance of the
right password, all types of clothing items and a
student’s timetable.
The results:
Class 5:
3rd Juliet
Class 6:
1st Christian

Ursula Miklauschina

Plastic Bags required for Veggies
The primary classes are harvesting some veggies now
and we have very quickly run out of bags to put them
in. I do not buy bags for environmental reasons, so I am
asking for any clean, smallish plastic bags you might
want to dispose of. Bread bags are excellent, freezer

Book Week Thanks

bags and even supermarket bags. Also, If at all possible,

A big thank you to everyone who donated one (or

when your child brings a bag of veggies home, please

more) books during Tarremahs 'Buy a Book for the

return them as well. I love multiple use bags.

Library' month, to help strengthen our Library
collection.
With your help $1892 worth of books will now be
processed and ready to be shared with the community.
If you have donated a book your family will be the first
to borrow it, if you wish. Book Week books should be
ready for loan in the coming weeks.

Many Thanks
Michael

Class 10 Enrichment Pursuit Viewing
1 November, 2pm—3pm
Class 10 students will present their Enrichment Pursuits
to their parents and mentors on Monday 1 November

Thanks again for everyone's support during Book Week,

and the community is invited to view them between

it is so lovely to see and feel such love and joy for books

2pm and 3pm in the Class 9/10 rooms on that

and reading.

afternoon.

—————————————————————————

Please sign in and check in at the Office before heading
to the viewing.

Did you know??
If you are a member of the greater school community
you can join the Library for free! The Library has
numerous resources on many topics including child

2022 Term Dates
Term 1: Tuesday 8 February to Thursday 14 April
Easter:

In Term 1 Holidays

development, general wellbeing, Steiner Education,
Anthroposophy and much more.

Term 2: Wednesday 4 May to Friday 1 July

If you would like to join please come in, fill out a form

Student Free Day: Monday 2 & Tuesday 3 May

and browse our collection. Forms can also be collected
from the Front Office.

Term 3: Tuesday 26 July to Friday 30 September
Student Free Day: Monday 25 July

You can access our catalogue online, to see what we
have available. If you'd like to place anything on hold

Term 4: Monday 17 October to Thursday 15

send

December

through

an

email

with

the

details

to library@tarremah.tas.edu.au.

School Holiday: Friday 21 October

https://tarremah.librarysolutions.com.au

Student Free Day: Monday 7 November

Abbey Vincent
Library Technician
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‘So, why is music making at the heart of so much of the
Steiner curriculum? Are we trying to create a new
generation of professional musicians for the next
generation? No, …but sometimes yes!

social skills. For example, knowing when it’s your turn
to speak in a conversation, or reading the body
language of others, or knowing when you can’t trust
someone, or how to work in a team and take turns or
take space or leave space for someone else. These skills

Music is so very important to us because it’s ….

feed into building our positive relationships personal

altogether good.

and professional. Music encourages our positive

It not only brings us together in

community, but it also regulates us, it heals us, it

humanity.

connects us, it facilitates expression, it teaches us, it

education!?

challenges us, it entertains us, it informs us, it moves us
- and gets us moving to it, it grounds us, and it’s
fundamentally at the core of what makes us human.

What

could

be

more

important

in

To conclude, sing to your babies, dance and sing with
your children, listen to quality music, keep the beat
along with anything, make music, create instruments

We now know even more about music and its influence

from kitchen utensils, see live music, talk about music,

on our learning and how it shapes us and benefits us.

and importantly CREATE music. Don’t over think it - …

Three main themes are emerging, thanks to the

Enjoy and appreciate Music in whatever form you can

evolving and emerging Neuro-musical science research

and in as many forms as you can. Have fun with it.

done over the past 20 years or so by researchers such

Normalise it.

as Dr Anita Collins regarding participating in live and
regular music making.

And finally, In the wonderful words of the wonderful
late musical educator and conductor Richard Gill:

Firstly, we now know we even emerge from Music, as
music is our first language before speech. We use it to
understand speech sounds and then grow our language
centre out of that to process speech sounds. We know
that music hugely influences our language development
as language and music processing share an overlapping
neural network – when our brains process language and
music, they do it using same systems. It’s a powerful
force.

“With music you open the mind of a child in a very
special way. Different from drama, difference from
dance, different from visual arts. The arts function in
different ways and music is, in my view, is at the top of
the food chain. The power of the creative thought
transferred from music to all the other areas of learning
is hugely potent. The neurological evidence for music is
in, and in a spectacular way. That’s a bonus. Music is
worth teaching for its own sake. It is worth teaching

Secondly, regular music learning hugely assists in

because it is good, it is worth teaching because it is

Executive Function Development - in simplified terms,

unique, it is worth teaching because it empowers

these are ‘Our grown-up skills’. Skills we want our

children spectacularly.”

young people to learn as kids and develop through

Gina Rose, Music Co-ordinator

adolescence and into adulthood -they are the skills we
send young people out into the world with – things like
being able to pay attention; mood regulation; empathy;
how to have agency; and the ability to organise, plan
and see consequences.
Thirdly, the research is showing us that music is
sensational

at

assisting

and

developing

social

development. These are often the more nuanced and
innate skills, rather than the just ‘how to get along and
have manners’ skills. These are the often-non-verbal

Publishing details
Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
during term times. For further information please contact the school office or visit http://
www.tarremah.tas.edu.au
Tarremah Times is published by Tarremah Steiner
School
email: mail@tarremah.tas.edu.au

