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Each carries their unlit candle slowly to the flame at the

Winter Spiral 2021
As we pass through the Winter Solstice, children and

heart of the spiral and lights their candle. Then they

students begin to anticipate Tarremah’s annual Winter

turn and offer it on the next unlit step of the spiral path,

Spiral which will be held tomorrow evening, 25 June at

gradually adding to the illumination of the world for all.

5:20pm.

We undertake this whole event – to as great a degree as

The Winter Solstice marks the shortest day of the year
and the longest night. It is also the furthest north that
the sun rises and sets in the course of the year and the
lowest arc of the sun’s course across the northern sky.
It marks nature’s ‘darkest’ point of the year in the

possible – in silence allowing the experience to speak
directly to them – now or in the future when they most
need to understand. As one great Indian sage once
expressed it; “Things that are real are given and
received in silence.”

southern hemisphere, when the life-giving solar forces

We apologise that we can only provide this experience

that sustain it are at their lowest ebb. The human being

to your children but glad that you can vicariously

possesses both an earthly and a non-physical nature,

participate through your children. At the conclusion of

inter-penetrated by both and participating in both. That

the illumination of the spiral we ask that everyone – as

which is of the earth in us is inseparable from what is

best they can – strives to depart in hushed tones so that

occurring in nature. When we are conscious of this

we can maintain the depth of quiet and veneration

‘descent’ of the life of nature into its restorative winter

engendered through the course of the evening. Our

sleep, when we feel the absence of the solar forces of

hope is that we can all find in these festivals something

life, light and love in the world of nature around us, the

of the wisdom of the cosmos and its mysterious

opportunity becomes available to rouse our soul forces

reflection in the human being together.

and our human spirit to find the seeds of these which

Wendy Hyland

remain in the soil of our own nature.
Our Winter Spiral enacts the discovery in our darkest
hours, of our light within. A large candle at the heart of
the spiral continues to burn despite the darkness all
around. Each child enters the spiral together with a
‘buddy’ from one of the older or younger classes –
reminding us that we cannot reascend to the light
without taking our ‘brothers’ and ‘sisters’ with us.

Diary Dates
Friday 25 June
Friday 25 June
Sunday 18 July
Monday 19 July
Saturday 31 July
Wednesday 4 August
Thursday 5 August
Monday 16 August
Thursday 27 August
Thursday 9 September

5:20pm
TBC
6:00pm—8:45pm
9:30am
TBC
9:20am
TBC

Winter Spiral
Last Day of Term 2
Whole School Working Bee
First Day of Term 3
Pedal Power Movie Night
School Tour
ECC Winter Festival
Student Free Day
Book Week Assembly
Secondary School Music Concert

Hall

Hall
Hall

House Building

Fire Education for the Upper Primary
Last week Classes Four to Six participated in a Fire
Safety Education Program, presented by senior fire
fighter and educator, Drew Wilkinson.

The children in Class 3 each constructed a shelter as
part of their House Building Main Lesson. Their display
was visited by the other primary classes and the
parents last Friday.

The focus was on what the children could do to keep

Now that the House Building Main Lesson is completed

themselves safe in the unlikely event of a fire, including

the Class 3 children are enjoying daily walks in the

the dangers of heat and smoke, fire hazards, what to do

reserve as part of our Winter Walks diary.

in an emergency, smoke alarms, 'two metres from the

Elise

heater' and how to treat burns. The children were all
thoroughly engaged.
They received the content with interest and enjoyed
Drew’s warmth and sense of humour in what could be a
highly sensitive topic. Many questions were asked,
thoughtful suggestions offered,
and plans were made to check
our smoke alarms and regularly
change their batteries. We hope
the lively discussions made their
way

home,

enthusiasm

and
of

the

that

the

children

around fire safety will carry out
into the community.
Mandy Silversides

Class 7 Ninja Warrior Program
As part of our gymnastics program Class 7 have been
exploring the world of free gymnastics and movement
via manipulation of the world around us. They have
recently had two sessions at the Ninja Warrior Park at
the East Side Activity Centre taking on different
challenges around the centre and loving finding new
ways to test their bodies.
Greg Orr

News and Events
Pedal Powered Movie Night
Saturday 31 July, 6:00pm - 8:45pm, Hall
The Susteinerbles are very excited to be hosting a Pedal
Powered Cinema on the first weekend of Term 3. Join
us for the screening of Damon Gameau's inspirational
film 2040, a movie about how we can reverse the
effects of climate change for the future. It shows us
what the world could look like by the year 2040 if we
took full advantage of the sustainable technologies

Staff Bio
James Pepperell, School Chaplin
Hi, I’m James. It’s been a while since I introduced myself
to the community properly, so here we go!
I’ve been with Tarremah for 7 years. I initially started
out as a Teachers Aid, then was hired as a Chaplain (as a
Baha’i) for the past 6 years, based on my experience as
a youth worker and my studies in Psychology and
Anthropology. Now the school has expanded my hours
and added the title Guidance Counsellor to my job
description.

available today.
In my role I primarily support students. This support
The electricity needed to power the projector will be
completely generated by us! Come along to sit back and
relax, or help us pedal the bikes to create the
electricity. As an added bonus, you can ride a bike at
intermission to make a smoothie!

looks different for everyone and can be anything from a
curious question they want answered, to more
serious issues like mental illnesses and homelessness.
When needed I will refer students on to appropriate
organisations and help students and their families find

Please RSVP by Friday 30 July to assist with catering and

outside resources and support for issues that require

COVID tracking. For more information and to RSVP,

more specialised services.

email rosieb@tarremah.tas.edu.au.
We look forward to seeing you there!

I am at the school on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays. Students in classes 4 to 10 are free to have
confidential (unless mandatory reporting is required)

Primary Music Concert

conversations with me, and I welcome referrals from
parents and teachers if a student would like to talk to
me.
With my extra time at the school this year I’ve been
able to work with the teachers more and join their
classes to discuss topics that have come up, such as
respect. It has allowed me to engage with students
more and share what I know in a broader way with the
classes. I have also run Love Bites with Class 10 and
hope to run it with other classes in the coming years.
I am happy for parents to get in touch with me if you
have any questions or concerns about your children
who attend the school.
I can be reached via email at
jamesp@tarremah.tas.edu.au .

Class 4 Animal Project
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