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Community engagement

Each year we encourage engagement within and

We are now well into Term Two, enjoying the dramatic

between the different elements of our community. Our

changes in weather and the environment that Autumn

festivals celebrate our connections, both social and

brings.

environmental, offering the opportunity for parents,

We often have an emotional reaction to

change, some relishing new opportunities whilst others

staff and students to celebrate together.

might lament what has been. We are implementing a

parents provide opportunities for individual class

number of changes within the school this year and I

communities to come together, and the Parents and

thought you would be interested in how we make such

Friends Association host numerous events including a

decisions.

Welcome BBQ, markets, working bees and the Spring

As a School we must constantly review all aspects of

Fair. We invite you and your friends to engage in these

our

actives with renewed gusto this year.

operations

and

adapt

to

changing

circumstances. A critical part of this process will always

Our class

Continued on Page 4...

be to consider our core purpose and ensure we stay on
the right path.

As a Steiner School our purpose is

informed by the teachings of Rudolf Steiner, both in
terms of social renewal and for education.

We must

consider the needs of our community, our unique social
and physical environment in order to understand how
to implement the core principles of Steiner Education.
One of our core principles is fostering community.
Rudolf Steiner explained that “a healthy social life is
found only when, in the mirror of each soul, the whole
community finds its reflection, and when, in the whole
community, the virtue of each one is living”. After the
unique circumstances of 2020, this is even more
important. So, one of our key priorities this year is
bringing community together.

Our students, their

parents, staff and our alumni are key members of our
community; and we as a whole organism are strongest
when each of these elements are strong, working in
harmony.

Charlotte, Class 1

Diary Dates
Friday 14 May
Thursday 20 May
Friday 28 May
Wednesday 2 June
Monay 14 June
Wednesday 16 June
Thursday 17 June
Friday 25 June
Friday 25 June

6:00pm
6:00pm
9:30am
6:30pm
2:00pm
TBC

ECC Lantern Walk
TSSF AGM
Parade of Lights
School Tour
Public Holiday
P&F Meeting
Primary School Music Concert
Winter Spiral
Last Day of Term 2

Music Room
School Oval

Honeysuckle Room
Hall

soul and spirit, into joyful harmony. It develops

Eagle’s Nest Produce & Craft Stall
Class 6 have successfully opened the Eagle's Nest

innovative thinking, helps academic learning through

produce and craft stall. To support our business maths

kinaesthetic experience, enlivens the feeling life and

lessons, we will continue to run our little shop each

furthers physical coordination. Through practising,

Monday of Term 2 from 2pm - 3pm. Due to the rain on

choreographing,

the last two Monday afternoons, the Eagle's Nest has

eurythmy, students become flexible and self-assured

relocated to the hall foyer, where it is warm and dry.

movement artists. Archetypal movements in eurythmy,

We have been

selling

fresh

fruit,

herbs and

vegetables as well as jams, chutney, honey, freshly
made glasses of lemonade, plants, dog biscuits and dog

performing

and

appreciating

developed in a warm and creative manner, according to
the children’s developmental stage, balance the inner
life of individuals and relationships within the class.

scarves. The produce is organic or biodynamic and we

At Tarremah we are fortunate to have a taste of

have been grateful to receive some donations from the

eurythmy in the kindergarten with Thomas Ludescher.

community. We are still interested in purchasing (or

Diane’s visit meant the children in Classes One to Six,

accepting donations of) any excess produce you might

together with their teachers, each had the opportunity

have.

to be enriched with a eurythmy session. Teachers then

Please take some time to come and visit us next
Monday. We can only accept cash payment and we
recommend that you bring your own bags (including
produce bags if

to

One specialty of Diane’s is the Midwinter firestick
choreography

that

she

develops.

This

involves

development in the children she works with: spatial

forward

seeing

could take up and continue the work with their classes.

geometry in movement and a diverse range of skill

you have them).
Looking

took the opportunity to discuss with Diane how they

orientation,

you

bodily

awareness,

coordination,

mathematical thinking, relationship between self and

soon,

other – just to name a few! It is the culmination of the

Class 6

eurythmy program she has crafted and Class 10 have
jumped right in to this work, under the guidance of
Brett Trait. They are striving to weave this into our

Eurythmy Enrichment at Tarremah

Parade of Lights festival this year, with Diane

Last week Tarremah hosted Diane Tatum, a Eurythmist

supporting both Brett and the students. We are pleased

based at Kamaroi Rudolf Steiner School in Sydney. She

to share that she will be back again next week (borders

has worked as a eurythmy teacher for 30 years and has

etc permitting) to deepen the work with all the classes

also been an international performer in the field. Over

she worked with.

many years, Diane has developed a unique and distinct
combination of interests and talents in her teaching,
which see her deliver a special experience to the
children she works with.

original indications for education developed by Rudolf
early

last

century.

the link here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhNZx4v6hcQ
Mandy Silversides

Eurythmy is an art form that developed out of the
Steiner

To hear more about Eurythmy directly from Diane, use

In

eurythmy,

inner

experiences taken up through speech and music, are
made visible through beautiful, rhythmical body
movement. Eurythmy brings the human being, in body,

Education Facilitator

The Premiers Reading
Challenge

News and Events
Primary School Music Concert

You may have heard some

Thursday 17 June, 2pm in the Hall

children talking about the

Primary students in classes 3, 4, 5 and 6 are presenting

Premiers Reading Challenge and waving a blue reading

the annual Primary School Music Concert in the School

log around, as Classes 4 to 6 have taken up the

Hall promptly at 2pm.

challenge to read 10 books in 10 weeks! Any book can

Students are to please dress

neatly for performance on that day (smart casual).
The concert is expected to be around 60 minutes in
duration with no interval so we can finish in time for
the end of the school day and departing buses.

be read for the challenge, books from the library and
books from home. Novels and nonfiction, graphic
novels, even picture books for younger students or
students who are not comfortable readers. We are
asking any students who wish to write a short book

Please note this important date in your diary. I look

review to come into the Library to pick up a template

forward to welcoming you to an enjoyable afternoon of

that will then be placed under the book on the shelf (if

mid-year musical sharing.

it’s in our collection) or displayed in the Library.

With Regards,

It would be wonderful if parents could help promote

Gina Rose & Emily Wolfe

the challenge and remind students to keep the log book

Music Teachers

up to date and keep reading! Students who complete
the challenge will receive a certificate and a small prize.

Notice of AGM
Tarremah Steiner School Foundation Inc
Annual General Meeting
Music Room, Tarremah School
27 Nautilus Grove, Huntingfield
Thursday 20 May – 6:00pm

There are more copies of the reading log available from
the Library. The PRC finishes at the end of Term 2.

Dorethea Mackellar poetry competition
The Dorethea Mackellar poetry competition runs every
year throughout Australia, with students from all over
the country writing poems to submit for their age
category.

BUSINESS

Any students interested in entering can write up to

Apologies

three poems and can choose to work with the theme

Confirmation of Minutes AGM 2021
Presentation and acceptance of reports
Election of Council Members
Appointment of the auditor
Other Business

‘Rich and rare’ or write about whatever they desire!
This competition is open to Classes 1 to 10.
Bring your poem to the Library or send a typed copy
to library@tarremah.tas.edu.au poems need to be
entered by 30 June. For more information visit:
https://www.dorothea.com.au/

A minimum of fifteen members is required for a
quorum at the 2021 AGM. If you are unable to
attend, please notify Penny Lane by Tuesday 18
May 2021.
Email: pennyl@tarremah.tas.edu.au
Penny Lane
Public Officer

Abbey Vincent
Library Technician
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its implementation on the coming years.

We also welcome community feedback on how the
School is delivering education.

As well as those

numerous informal discussions, each year we ask
parents, students and staff to participate in a School
Survey which helps guide our understanding of the
whole community’s perception of our work. These
separate surveys are delivered and analysed by an
independent consultant, who then presents the results
to the School Executive, School Council and the

We will

provide more information about this process later this
term. The School Council and School Executive have
been consciously endeavouring to work even more
closely over recent years and it is wonderful to see the
results that this is helping to produce. With the TSSF’s
AGM just a fortnight away, I would like to extend an
invitation to parents to attend to get a better
understanding of the significant improvement in the
School’s position.

College. The surveys help ensure that we are one the

We hope that you feel that your contribution to our

right track with our School Improvement Plans.

community is appreciated. We are a relatively small

At the end of 2020, we were pleased to see that overall
satisfaction increased and dissatisfaction decreased on
almost every topic.

Analyses of the comments

confirmed our understanding that communication and

school and the efforts of every individual are invaluable
in creating the warm and inviting space that we enjoy
so much.
Matt Bale

community should always be in the forefront of our
minds.
Last years focus on Behaviour Management and our
Complaints Management process was confirmed to
have made a significant difference in the communities
confidence of equity and transparency of process. Our
ability to deliver our third priority, Professional
Development, was quite different from what we
expected with limited opportunity to engage face to
face with external organisations. However this also
provided a unique impetus for us to develop our ability
to engage electronically. Something that we now find
quite convenient in a number situations.
A new electronic Learning Management System was
also introduced last year, which began to help us
record and retrieve information across all facets of the
school in a more efficient and effective way. This year
our use of this System is being expanded and we have
just

benefited

from

dramatically

less

onerous

production our Interim Reports, which you will receive
this week.
This year’s focus on Community is particularly timely as
we come to the end of our five year Strategic Plan and
look toward bringing the community together to
confirm our common vision and develop a new plan for

Publishing details
Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
during term times. For further information please contact the school office or visit http://
www.tarremah.tas.edu.au
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