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Class 8 Are Revolting!
They’re quite lovely actually! But we, as a class are
steeped in the culture of revolts and Revolutions. For
the Class 8 student is going through a period of
upheaval and sudden change and in response our
curriculum mirrors this as well.
The Class 8 child is furthering their capacities for
abstract reasoning and our curriculum responds to this
with three dimensional geography and problem solving
skills in mathematics. Students also learn about the
senses and making sense of the world around them in
Physiology, as well as exploring increasingly complex
chemical reactions with their Food Chemistry Main
Lesson.

Charles Dickens, written about the French Revolution, in
the midst of the Industrial Revolution. And later in the
year, they will begin to allow machinery to take over
their labours as they practice stitching using a sewing
machine.
With this greater sense of self identity, that which is
other is then put under a spotlight. Our cultural
contrasts main lesson seeks to highlight the diversity
and differences between different social regions on
earth, as well as the universalities of human-kind as
well. And the year is rounded off with a production of
William Shakespeare!
Brett

In History, the students begin their studies looking at
the harmony, balance and innovation of the
Renaissance era. Before plunging headlong into the
ideals and conflicts of the early modern era by looking
at the revolutions of Britain, America, and France. They
also study the Industrial Revolution and the cultural
upheaval that resulted, as well as social innovations
such as the Abolitionist movement which brought
about the end of institutionalised slavery in America.
This is a time when young students, now with a more
rigorous idea of their self identity, can turn and critically
evaluate the authority figures in their lives. The history
curriculum attempts to give students a roadmap of
what questioning our authority figures can look like.
From the idealistic and noble Declaration of
Independence penned in the US during the War of
Independence, to the violent confrontations in Paris
under the shadow of the guillotine, to the quiet
determination of Harriet Tubman conducting the
Underground Railroad.
Class 8 have also begun to read A Tale of Two Cities, by

Diary Dates
Monday 22—Friday 26 March
Wednesday 24 March
Wednesday 31 March
Thursday 1 April
Monday 19 April
Monday 19 April
Tuesday 20 April
Tuesday 20April
Wednesday 21 April
Tuesday 4—Thursday 6 May

6:00pm
2:30pm—6:00pm

6:00pm—8:00pm
6:00pm—8:00pm
6:00pm—8:00pm

Matilda — Class 9

Class 4—6 Swimming
P&F Meeting
Honeysuckle Room
Easter Market
Hall
Last Day of Term 1
Student Free Day
Classes 6-8 Gender & Sexuality Parent Evening
Music Room
First Day of Term 2
Playgroup-Class 2 Gender & Sexuality Parent Evening
Music Room
Classes 3-5 Gender & Sexuality Parent Evening
Music Room
NAPLAN for Classes 3, 5, 7 & 9

Science & Engineering Challenge

Pigs In Mud
Class 3 headed off to Fat Pig Farm for a day of muddy
frolics with some Wessex Saddlebacks. We patted the
piglets and fed them with windfall apples. We explored

25 Tarremah students, spanning from Class 7 to Class
10, were involved in the Science & Engineering
Challenge held last week.

the huge vegetable gardens and Nadia taught us all

Everyone did a wonderful job of working with their

about worm farming. Sadie made us Lemon Verbena

team members to generate ideas, creatively solve

kombucha and Matt cooked us a delicious minestrone

problems and communicate their ideas

soup from the freshly picked garden produce.

Well done to all involved!

Visiting Fat Pig Farm was a
wonderful introduction to our
Farming main lesson.
Elise

Harvest Festival
Last Friday, the whole
school

celebrated

the

Secondary Mud Run

Harvest with our Harvest

The Secondary School enjoyed a sunny day last Friday

Games!

at Redbanks farm, smashing out a mud run!

On the day of the Harvest

The aims of the day included supporting each other,

Festival, each class brings

challenging ourselves, and enjoying the mud.

a food in a colour of the
rainbow. Our amazing aides help the children to create
the beautiful mandala and the food is then donated to
Bethlehem House.

News and Events
Screen time and child development
Around 50 attendees listened to a masterful
presentation on the effects of screen usage on the
development of the young child, with reference to
Rudolf Steiner's indications and understanding of the
human being.
Eliot put a plethora of research articles, relevant books
and some film clips together and approached the topic
by briefly exploring Rudolf Steiner's history, leading (by
instigation of Emil Molt) to the establishment of the
first "Free Waldorf School" in Stuttgart in 1919, and,
after Rudolf Steiner's death, the first Kindergarten in
1926.
An impressive use of technology visually aided the
understanding of the four-foldness of the human being
that underpins Steiner Education. From here Eliot
guided us to the 7-year phases of child development
and the corresponding guiding principles of goodness,
beauty and truth. Focusing on the early years he
showed how the principle way of learning in these
years is through imitation and through connecting
directly to the world by engaging all the senses. His
remark (freely recalled from memory): "Many of you
will want the answer to the question: when can I let my
child engage with screen technology? I would rephrase
the question to: when can we let children witness their
parents using this technology?" was very powerful.
The effects of the mental absence of the caregivers due
to screens is starting to be observed and researched.
Eliot showed us a clip of the "still face" experiment: a
mother tasked with first engaging with her nearly 1
year old, then returning with a face devoid of emotion.
It was distressing to watch the child trying to engage
mum, to draw a reaction - by all available means. The
mother breastfeeding her infant with her eyes firmly
fixed on her mobile phone was similarly distressing to
watch. The effects on children's emotional, cognitive,
social and even physical well-being are the subject of
numerous studies, but are so far not widely adopted
into educational practice or parenting advice.
As Steiner educators our concern is for children to have
the chance to develop all the potential they are born
with and the use of screens - which so quickly turns into
an addiction - can clearly narrow the precious gifts of

imagination, the ease of making human contact and the
joyful, loving and trusting engagement with the world
the child has entered to grow into and make their
unique contribution to.
Thank you Eliot for a really remarkable evening!
Annette (for the Early Childhood)

Parent Information Sessions
Parent Education – Gender and Sexuality
Melanie Deefholts will be returning to Tarremah again
this year to provide Professional Development to
Tarremah staff and undertake workshops with children
(Class 4 upwards) about Healthy Relationships with the
Self and Others: Social Understanding Gender and
Sexuality.
Melanie has also offered to present three parent
education evenings. You are welcome to attend any, or
all, of these parent evenings. If you plan to attend, but
you don’t have children of that specific age group,
please RSVP to the Tarremah reception, so that we can
cater for any additional numbers.
Classes 6 – 8 Parent Evening
Monday 19 April, 6:00pm – 8:00pm in the Music
Room
Outline of Health and Wellbeing program to be
delivered to students. Developing Child’s body and soul
relationship.
Playgroup – Class 2 Parent Evening
Tuesday 20 April, 6:00pm – 8:00pm in the Music
Room
Child development, foundations for their developing
consciousness, understanding how to communicate
with your child and support them through transitions.
Class 3 - 5 Parent Evening
Wednesday 21 April, 6:00pm – 8:00pm in the Music
Room
Child development, 9 year old transition, changes to
the feeling life and practical ways to support through
these transitions.
Visit Developing the Self website for more information
https://www.developingtheself.org/about

Parent Enrichment Term 2, 2021

Week 2 (6 May, 7pm—9pm & 7 May, 9:15am—

I am delighted to announce that the P&F are very
generously sponsoring the continuation of these talks
and activities for the community. I am very pleased to
be able to continue the work begun in 2020 and to
renew our journey as parents and the primary
educators of our children.

11:15am)

These talks and activities will be offered each fortnight
as both an evening and a morning session. IT WILL BE
THE SAME PROGRAM OFFERED TWICE – so you do not
need to attend both sessions. We begin in the first
week back in Term 2, so please RSVP if you would like
to attend either the evening or the morning session.

Crafts for an Autumn Nature table

I look forward to meeting with you again.
Annie Ball – Steiner Educator & Ex parent at Tarremah.

Discussion Topic
Nourishing children at home and at school—festivals &
telling stories. Working in the wisdom realm—parents/
teachers as Elders
Hands-on activity

Week 3 (20 May, 7pm—9pm & 21 May 9:15am—
11:15am)
Discussion Topic
Identifying the behaviours in our own family—crafting
our own therapeutic stories
Hands-on activity
Crafts for an Autumn Nature table continued
Week 4 (3 June, 7pm—9pm & 4 June,

Understanding the Principles of Steiner
Education - Discussion to Support Parenting
& Nourish Families

9:15am—

11:15am)
Discussion Topic
Identifying & travelling with our children through vital
milestones of change
Hands-on activity
Sharing our therapeutic stories & wax/clay modelling
Week 5 (17 June, 7pm—9pm & 18 June, 9:15am—
11:15am)
Discussion Topic
Understanding & working with the temperaments.

Honeysuckle Room – Tarremah

What we need to know about ourselves and our
children

Facilitated by Annie Ball
To reserve your place call:

Hands-on activity
Some role-play work?

Annie Ball on 0417 362 128
or Email: annieball55@gmail.com
Week 1 (22 April, 7pm—9pm & 23 April, 9:15am—
11:15am)
Discussion Topic
Steiner Education—a ‘Child Development’ based
curriculum. What does this mean?
Hands-on activity
Wet on wet painting
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