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Continuing our series of descriptions of the children and curriculum at
Tarremah Steiner School, year by year….

Class 5
If you were to compare the development of a child with
the unfolding of a quince blossom, consider the
moment the delicate pink-tipped white petals have
opened just enough that the sun can greet the centre of
the flower, yet the pink spiral still retains its perfection;
there you have Class 5 child. They are opening up to
what comes to meet them, innocent and inquiring, yet
they still need to be held by the gradually receding calyx
and never flung open and exposed to the elements too
soon. They are in the heart of their schooling and of
their school, and while they enjoy the imaginative free
play and games of the primary school yard, they are
also paying more attention to their peers ahead of
them. It is a joyful year, the children are increasingly
energetic, enthusiastic, inquisitive, imaginative and
funny. To balance this, they can also be a little
quarrelsome, restless and objectionable (the eye rolls
are magic!). At some stage during the year you can
sense that the Class 5 child has arrived somewhere new
and concrete, where they pause, content for a just a
moment before the next transition, the birth of
judgement, when they will peep over the precipice of
the adult world for the first time.

may experience an inner movement and personally
identify with the subject. Gradually over the primary
school years the child develops the essential, rich inner
vocabulary that they will draw on, and metamorphose,
during their high school years and beyond. While the
main form of delivery of curriculum content in Class 5
continues to be narrative, stories are strengthened with
more factual detail to meet the questioning, awakening
11-year-old; the teacher needs more than the living
feeling for the subject matter now, they must also begin
to demonstrate some expertise in each field.
The class 5 History curriculum is a gift to the 11-yearold, one that is owed to them. Stepping away from the
world of the fairy tale and legend, they embark on a
journey through the evolution of human consciousness
embedded within the rich mythology of Ancient India,
Persia, Babylon, Egypt and finally Greece, where mythology meets history.
Like the blossom, the children’s gradual expanding
world interest seeks more substance,
...continued on page 4

Teachers of the Class 5 child continue their striving to
recognise and overcome their own conditioning, and
study, digest and metamorphose curriculum material in
order that what is given to the children emanates from
a living, inner authority. Through this authority (here I
must assert that I do not mean authoritarian behaviour
management) teachers seek to engage the imagination
and feelings of the child each and every day, so they
The Wonder of Plants — Ophelia, Class 5

Diary Dates
Monday 2—6 November
Monday 9 November
Friday 13 November
Wednesday 18 November
Friday 20 November
Saturday 28 November
Wednesday 2 December
Wednesday 2 December
Thursday 3 December
Wednesday 9 December

6:30pm
2:00pm—4:00pm
6:30pm
6:30pm
6:30pm

Classes 1-3 Swimming
Student Free Day
Secondary Athletics Carnival
P&F Meeting
Class 10 Leavers Dinner
Soap Making Workshop
P&F Meeting
Class 8 presents “Twelfth Night”
Class 8 presents “Twelfth Night”
Last Day for ECC

Honeysuckle Room
Honeysuckle Room
Honeysuckle Room
Hall
Hall

Class 4 Camp at Orana

dry land we had lunch at the Abel Tasman sculpture

Class Four had their first three day two night camp at

near Parliament Lawns before heading the Tasmanian

Orana on Roches Beach.

Aboriginal exhibition at the Tasmanian Museum. It was

The children completed the Arm End circuit walk and

a wonderful, busy day and we have so many images to

were able to stop and admire and draw the view of the

draw on over the next two weeks of our Main

Western shore from TInderbox all the way to the

Lesson. Thank you to all the parents who helped on our

Tasman Bridge. On the second day the children walked

excursions, we could not have done it without you!

from Roches beach to Seven Mile Beach. The children

Bel

also completed various mapping and group activities as

Class 8

well as fitness challenges and playing on the beach.
We were very lucky to have some glorious weather
over the three days.

Ever wondered how long you
can take to perform a simple
task?

A huge thank you to parents who helped by supplying
food, cooking or coordinating and assisting with various
activities. Also, a thank you to Urs for joining the Class
Fours on this camp.

Class 8 have been exploring the
transfer of energy by creating a
Rube Goldberg machine; a complex machine that performs a

Well done Class 4 for your stamina, resilience and good

simple task. Opening the door

sportsmanship!

to the classroom set off a 45 second chain reaction

Kim

using many components to turn on the kettle!

Class 5

Congratulations on your persistence, patience and

Class 5 have been on

creativity class 8 to complete this challenge!

two excursions over

Michelle

the

last

two

weeks. The first was
to kunanyi/Mt Wellington where we walked from the

Class 9 hike to Cape
Pillar
Class

9

recently

hiked

summit to the Springs looking at the changing botanical

down to Cape Pillar as part

and geographical landscapes on the way. We experi-

of their Overland Track

enced

camp preparation for next

a

terrific

range

of

temperature on the day; we wore our beanies and

year. Highlights included the breathtaking views from

jackets at the summit and lounged like lizards in the sun

the cliffs over Tasman Island. The vista was particularly

in t-shirts near the Chalet.

We had a wonderful

wondrous with the breaching humpback whales

Class 5 are working very well together as a

entertaining us while we lunched on the cliffs. In the

day.

bushwalking team, preparing for our camp at Fortescue
Bay next week.

words of Sir Edmund Hillary, “it’s pretty speccy”.
Many thanks to Aimee (who works as a track ranger on

Last Friday Class 5 began a Geography Main Lesson by

the 3 Capes Walk when she isn’t guiding class 9) for

spending the morning sailing on the Lady Nelson. The

keeping us

weather was sensational with just a hint of a breeze to

safe

begin with. Luckily it picked up a bit or we might still be

properly

making our way back to Sullivans Cove today.

informed.

The

children helped to raise and lower the sails and tried
their hand at helmsman duty. Once we were back on

Frank

and

News and Events

10 people maximum. Please bring two empty 1 litre

Buy a book for the Library!
The Library has gathered together a wonderful display

tetrapack containers e.g. soy milk containers.

of new books to suit our students from Kindergarten to

This workshop is being hosted by the P&F as a

Class 10, parents and community members. We would

fundraiser for the school.

love to have all of them in the Tarremah Library -

For registrations/enquiries for either workshop phone

novels, nonfiction books, picture books, graphic novels,

Karin

and more.

kmc4@utas.edu.au

Camino

on

0439

989555

or

email

If you wish to make a small monetary donation it will be
thankfully

accepted

and

will

go

towards

purchasing books from Lyrebird.
All donated books carry a plaque acknowledging the
donor. Donations are tax deductible and EFTPOS
facilities are available via the office.

A friendly reminder…
The last day for book borrowing is Friday 13 November,
students and community members can still visit the
Library, but borrowing will resume term one 2021.

Students’ Solar Project Campaign Update
In the last edition of the Tarremah Times we announced
that the Susteinerbles were initiating a campaign to

Please start returning any overdues, as the Library

repay the loan for the Solar Project more quickly. Have

hopes to have all resources back before the end of the

you seen the amazing video our secondary students

year. There will be no borrowing over the summer

made? Find out what the Susteinerbles have been up

holidays.

to by watching our 3-minute video:

Thank you, Abbey

Sewing Help Please
Silvereye Little Kinder is growing and
we are looking for a ‘willing worker’ to
sew some sleeping bags ready for next
year. Time and materials will be remunerated. Please

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLi6tvOm8wg
Now that this campaign is up and running, the
Susteinerbles are organizing a ribbon-cutting ceremony
to officially open the solar installation. Keep an eye out
for details in the coming weeks.

contact Penny at pennyl@tarremah.tas.edu.au or via

If you would like to support this initiative, by sponsoring

the office.

a panel, please follow the link to Chuffed. Thanks to
your support, our Solar Project has sold 13 PANELS and

Soap making

raised over $4000 already! See the blackboard at the

Come and enjoy making olive oil soap, with pure

front of the school for daily updates. With only three

essential oils and organic ingredients such as oatmeal,

weeks to go, don’t miss your chance to contribute!

rose petals and poppy seeds.
When: Saturday 28 November, 2-4pm
Where: Tarremah’s Honeysuckle Room
Cost: $35pp, includes tuition, approx. 8 cakes of soap
and yummy coffee and cake
Age: not suitable for children

https://chuffed.org/project/tarremah-solar-project
Donations are tax deductible and 100% of donations to
this campaign through Chuffed.Org goes directly to the
Solar Project.
The Susteinerbles thank you for your support.

The Wonder of Plants — Marty, Class 5

...continued from page 1
and this is met by looking at the geography of each area
of historical inquiry; they come to understand that
human development is inherently linked to the
environment. The Geography Main Lesson extends
from the local environment focus of Class 4 to the
whole state in time and place. The children hear stories
of the settlement of Tasmania through the eyes of the
Tasmanian
Aboriginal
people
and
the
colonists.
In the Botany lessons the children experience the
extraordinary world of plants between sun and earth,
observing the living world without the use of
instruments of magnification.
They are led to
understand the relationship of the plant to earth, air,
fire and water, the manifest differences between the
lower and higher plants, the archetypal flower and the
essential relationship between the insect and the
flower. These Main Lessons are rich in the arts as the
children are encouraged to draw, paint and write their
experiences of the plant world in context, from their
imagination.
One of the many strengths of Steiner pedagogy is the
freedom teachers have to create or adjust the
curriculum to meet the children before them. For
example, along with pure maths concepts covered
during the Geometry Main Lesson in Class 5, where
science, art and maths unite in the beautiful forms,
many opportunities arise to embed other subjects. This
Main Lesson provides opportunities to explore topics
such as: sex education (the seasons of life), geography
(the seasons and directions), astronomy, literacy and
language (exploring word origins), and history.
Physically the Class 5 child moves with more agility,
coordination and grace, their limbs begin to grow, their
heart rate and breathing rhythm settle and in many
children we see the onset of puberty. Physical
Education classes utilise the increased enthusiasm for
sporting activities by introducing events from the
Ancient Greek Olympic Games. The children explore
their newly won strength and fitness and challenge
themselves in the bi-annual, inter-school Olympic
Games.
It is a privilege to be a Primary teacher in a Steiner
School as we work with the rich curriculum created out

of a deep understanding of human development. We
are continually grateful to be witness to the unfolding
human beings in our care, fully knowing that when
these children take their place as mature adults in the
world, in whichever endeavour speaks to them, we will
be in safe hands.
Isabella, Class 5 Teacher
Annie Ball, an experienced Steiner Teacher and school
leader, is offering parent information sessions on
Wednesday mornings this term.

Understanding the Principles of Steiner
Education - Discussion to Support Parenting
& Nourish Families
Week 4—18 November
Discussion Topic (9:30am—10:15am)
The essential of the SEA Steiner curriculum Classes 1-3
Hands-on activity (10:30am—11:15am)
Form drawing to geometry
Week 5—25 November
Discussion Topic (9:30am—10:15am)
The essential of the SEA Steiner curriculum Classes 4-6
Hands-on activity (10:30am—11:15am)
Guided wet on wet painting
Week 6—2 December
Discussion Topic (9:30am—10:15am)
Meaningful preparations for Christmas
Hands-on activity (10:30am—11:15am)
Making advent strings
Honeysuckle Room – Tarremah
Arrive 9:15am for a 9:30am start
Facilitated by Annie Ball
Cost $120 for 6 sessions ($20/session)
including craft materials
To reserve your place call:
Annie Ball on 0417 362 128 or
Email: annieball55@gmail.com

Publishing details
Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
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