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Continuing our series of descriptions of the children and curriculum at
Tarremah Steiner School, year by year….

Class 3 - The developing Child and the
Curriculum

and analytic thought and reasoning.
Some signs that tell us a child is going through this
change/crisis

are

loneliness,

sensitivity,

fear,

The child in class three has reached the middle of

nightmares, self-consciousness, insecurity, defiance,

childhood and is at age 8 1/2- 9 1/2 years old. The

being critical of others, experiencing senses of sadness

Primary school years are a time of creating their own

and loss.

treasury of inner riches which they will carry into

In the classroom this can seem as if the whole class is

adolescence and adulthood, and which will be a source

putting the teacher to the test. A new defiance may

of nourishment for them in the years ahead. In class 3 a

arise in the children, they may question authority and

profound and far reaching event happens where,

question what type of adult they have in front of them.

according to Rudolf Steiner, “ …we have to attend to

“They may show, not in words but through their whole

each individual child in this moment or it will affect the

behaviour, that they have a question or several

whole of his or her life”. Steiner referred to this major

questions, they betray an inner crisis in life” (Steiner).

life event as the Rubicon, after Julius Caesar’s crossing
of the Rubicon river in 49 BC. The phrase refers to any
individual or group committing itself irrevocably to a
risky or revolutionary course of action or passing the
point of no return. For children at this age there is no
going back, for this is a crisis of incarnation,

What can we do to help? What does the child need? It is
best not to discuss it directly with them, but rather just
be there for them. Rudolf Steiner said that the child has
an “….inner longing for a guiding personality” . The child
longs to be understood and heard.
...continued on page 4

development is leading them forwards. There is, of
course a loss, and this is the loss of feeling immersed
and at one in the unity of the world. This event is like a
sudden and abrupt awakening to becoming a separate
being to the world instead of a part of the world.
A precise and immense chain reaction occurs with the
hormones and the brain to precipitate this change in
self. There is a specific hormone that is at peak
production at this time, and it completely changes the
way the brain works, and how the child feels. It leads
the child to engage more than ever before with the left
side of the brain, which is responsible for more rational

Arthur, Class 3

Diary Dates
Thursday 24 September
Friday 25 September
Monday 12 October
Tuesday 13 October
Thursday 15 October
Thursday 22 October
Friday 23 October
Monday 26 October
Monday 9 November

11:30am

9:30am

Spring Festival
Final Day of Term 3
Student Free Day
First Day of Term 4
Class 10 Enrichment Pursuit Presentations
Public Holiday – Royal Hobart Show Day
School Holiday
Book Week Assembly
Student Free Day

Amphitheatre

Hall

Class 5
Class 5 are studying Ancient Greece and have just
finished hearing The Iliad. They enjoyed using pastels

Class 7 Kayaking
Class 7 recently went Kayaking In Browns River!

to draw the Trojan horse and they have enjoyed

The students had a great day out learning how to

learning about the differences between the Spartans

control their kayaks, playing cooperative games,

and Athenians.

learning about water safety and enjoying our amazing

On Monday they visited the John Elliott Classics

outdoors!

Museum at the University of Tasmania to see some

Thanks to Sporting Schools Australia for the grant and

Ancient Egyptian, Greek and Roman artefacts. They

Hippy, Alex and Paddle Tasmania for looking after us for

carefully studied the designs on the Greek urns because

the day!

later this week they will have the opportunity to paint a

Greg

Greek design on their very own pot, thanks to our Class
Parent, Pottery Artist, Lindsey Wherrett.
Thank you to Neil Apted, caretaker of the museum, who
enthusiastically shared the artefacts with us.
Isabella

Class 10 College and Careers Main Lesson
The transition from high school to college is an exciting
and often stressful experience for many. There are
many questions racing through your mind like “What
subjects will I choose?” and “Where will this lead me?”.
This Main Lesson was extremely helpful to begin to
answer these questions.
Over the three weeks, multiple guests came and shared
their pathways with us, and gave us advice on how to
choose our future careers. We had guests from a
variety of backgrounds such as a scientist, police officer,
vet and teacher plus many more. All of them left us
with important messages and advice such as: pick

Class 10 Ninja Warrior
Class 10 recently went and took on the Ninja Warrior
course at the Eastside Activity Centre!

subjects based on what you enjoy doing, rejection is not
a let down or a reflection of you but a new opportunity
to learn and grow as a person, and it’s normal to feel
like you have no clue where you want to go with your

It was a great afternoon of pushing themselves to

life, even as an adult. Hearing this was reassuring as

overcome different physical challenges and combining

many of us were confused and confronted by ‘the big

all the skills they have accumulated throughout years of

wide world’. Learning about bridging courses at Uni and

gymnastics, circus skills and rock climbing!

Tafe subjects that can be done after college was very

Greg

useful.
This Main Lesson left us all feeling confident in our
decisions and much more prepared to make the jump
from Tarremah to college, and we are all very grateful
to have been able to speak with all the amazing people
who gave up their time to help us. Thank you all for
inspiring and exciting us, it was a pleasure to have you
share your stories with us!
Written by Ali and Alastair (Class 10)

News and Events

Class 8 Independent Project Presentations

Goethe Competition 2020

Class 8 presented their Independent Projects to their

Once more, Tarremah students delivered wonderful

peers today, and will present to their parents tomorrow

results in all categories this year and it was pleasing to

evening.

see quite a few new names among the winners.

The project is an opportunity for students to develop a

The poetry recital was held virtually with recordings of

skill or to produce work under the tutelage of a mentor.

the

This year the students learned dressmaking, mechanics,

poem

and

the

Reading

and

Listening

Comprehension for Classes 9 and 10 was held at school.

windsurfing,

Also due to Covid-19 there is no prize giving ceremony

production and more.

this year, however the winners will receive their prizes
in class in the last week of Term 3.
In the Poster Category for Classes 3 to 7 students could
enter hand drawn posters with ideas about their
favourite holiday place.
These are the results:
Class 3: 1st Mae, 3rd Mayaan and Lauren
Honourable Mention: Amy
Class 4: 1st Escher, 2nd Hannah, 3rd Miriam
Class 5: 1st Morgan and Linnea, 2nd Pia
Class 6: 2nd Rachael and Tango, 3rd Annabelle
Honourable Mention: Joshua
Class 7: 1st Thea, 2nd Izabela, 3rd Sacha and Zoe
In Classes 5 to 7 the students learnt a German poem by
heart and entered in the Poem Recital Category, and
these are the results:
Class 5: 1st Christian, 2nd Morgan, 3rd Harrison
Honourable Mention: Linnea Townend
Class 6: 2nd Rachael
Honourable Mention: Tango Coull
Class 7: 1st Thea, 2nd Annelin
Category of Native Speakers: Prize to Lakshman
A group of Class 9 students entered in the Reading
Comprehension and a group of Class 10 students
participated in the Listening Comprehension.
Class 9: Honourable Mention: Jasmine
Class 10: Honourable Mentions: Ali and Oliver
I would like to congratulate the winners and thank all
the students who worked very hard during this term
and competed in the different categories.
Ursula

photography,

album

recording

and

Continued from page 1...
They need to feel secure and they need firm boundaries
(which they will resist). They need to feel that the
parent will always be there for them unconditionally.
The teacher, too, is called on to hold the child with
special consideration, understanding and love, and in
this way he/she helps them to overcome obstacles.
With this new awakening the child is ready for a more
formal approach to learning as they become more
incarnated and inhabit more of the left side of the
brain. There is more exactness in what they see and do
as they can now see objectively.
The first Waldorf teachers created a curriculum that
would support the child through this crisis/awakening.
They created a curriculum intended to re-unite the
child with the world with practical subjects that would
help them understand and connect with their place on
earth so that they should truly feel that they belong.
Steiner encouraged teachers and parents to “awaken
extraordinary interest in the world to turn away from
unhealthy power”. Such re-uniting the child with the
world should assist the child to become courageous,
optimistic, and truthful. If not done, we are cautioned
that the opposite may happen, and they can become
anxious, fearful, and untrusting.
Such subjects, as were first developed a hundred years
ago, are still taught in Steiner schools all over the world
today:

farming/gardening,

Measurement,

Time,

Building, Music, Grammar, Woodwork, Handcrafts, and
the Old Testament stories.
Kaara, Class 3 Teacher
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