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Learn to Change the World

the Steiner curriculum is the cultivation of capacities

Rudolf Steiner established his first school a hundred

that lead to creative problem solving, positivity, a

years ago, to address what he perceived as a need for

concept of universal humanity (that which we have in

social change after WW1. He observed that the fixed

common regardless of nationality, political persuasion,

and immovable attitudes in the adults of that time had

religious beliefs), adaptability and determination. To

brought about the turmoil and as change in social,

bring about change requires the ability to assess each

economic and political life is difficult to affect in adults

choice against an understanding of a desirable outcome

already imbued with ideas and thought habits, he

and to be clear, resolute and mindful of others; to be

worked with the next generation – the children – by

well enough informed to make educated choices and to

developing a new form of schooling. The goal to

be confident that one’s choices will lead to a better

develop capacities in children that will support them to

world.

become

balanced,

responsible,

innovative

and

self-aware citizens is just as important now as it was a
hundred years ago. In its broadest goals the relevance
of Steiner education is easily seen; it is the changing

With this common vision, teachers, students, parents
and friends of Tarremah Steiner School can work
together to affect positive change for the future.

temporal and location-based details that need on-going

With acknowledgement and thanks to Rosemary Gentle

consideration and debate in order to meet the needs of

OAM, for her work on the SEA Media Manual 2019.

contemporary life.

Wendy Hyland

Today’s world is rapidly changing and uncertain, with

Education Administrator

shifting careers and political landscapes and an
increasingly complex digital, economic and social life.
Education systems have responded to these changes in
different ways with an ever-evolving curriculum to suit
the current needs. The Steiner curriculum framework
changes very little over time because it is based on the
developing human being and this changes only subtly as
time passes, affected by dietary and environmental
factors.
Being able to change the world requires a liberation
from constraints of habitual thought and action that
can restrict our free and objective choice. A key goal of

Romilly, Class 8

Diary Dates
Tuesday 11 August
Monday 10—Friday 21 August
Tuesday 25 August
Tuesday 15 September
Wednesday 16 September
Tuesday 22 September
Friday 25 September
Monday 12 October
Tuesday 13 October
Thursday 15 October

TBC
TBC
TBC
TBC

High School Information Evening for Class 5 & 6 Parents
Classes 4—6 Swimming
Community Consultation Meeting
Developing the Self for Class 5 & 6 Parents
Developing the Self for Class 7, 8 & 9 Parents
Class 8 Project Presentations
Final Day of Term 3
Student Free Day
First Day of Term 4
Class 10 Enrichment Pursuit Presentations

Music Room

Class 7 Physiology Main Lesson

Class 4 visited the Marine Discovery Centre

The

Class 7 Physiology Main Lesson explored body

As part of their "The Human Being and the Animal

systems, energy cycles, and functionality of the human

World" Main Lesson, Class 4 had an excursion to the

body.

Woodbridge Marine Discovery Centre on Tuesday.
The class was divided into pairs and worked for 20
minutes at 9 different activities. The children were able
to navigate a sea rover, stroke a shark and skate, touch
sea cucumbers, hermit crabs and sea urchins. The
students were busy all day and learned a lot about sea
life.
Kim
What I liked the most at The
Marine Discovery Centre was
the touch tank because I could
touch whatever I wanted. One

Class 7 Rock Climbing

thing I learnt was that the Port Jackson Shark felt like

Class 7 have been let out. Climbing

leather. – Fin

and tunnelling at Rockit.

The best thing at The Marine Discovery Centre was

John

driving the remote controlled submarine. I learned that
Port Jackson Sharks have long spines near their fins. –
Leo
In the touch tank room at the Marine Discovery Centre,
when you turn off the lights and shone a UV light on the
hermit crabs they would glow green. There was also an
octopus that lived in a big shell. – Saxon
I never knew that jelly fish come from plants. I never
knew that skates are slimy. One of my favourite
activities at the Marine Discovery Centre was looking at
plankton in a microscope. – Harry
I learnt that hermit crabs can live in any kind of shell. I
also learned how jelly fish are born. – Hannah

When a ball dreams

methods of energy production.

Four intrepid Tarremahtians braved the winter night

The students found that there would be significant long

and joined in the Ultimate Frisbee mixed league on

-term financial gains by converting to solar power, as

Monday night. Let’s be clear here … it’s not just Very

well as future-proofing the school for possible changes

Good Frisbee, or even Fantastic Frisbee … but Ultimate

in other related areas, and reducing our environmental

Frisbee! It can’t get any better.

impact. They also identified ways in which to reduce the

The students did well in a supportive environment. It’s

school’s energy consumption. They subsequently devel-

a great sport that prioritises ‘spirit of play’ and a

oped a compelling case to present to the school’s Coun-

wonderful alternative to the various football codes. It

cil late last year, and gained approval to proceed.

certainly exposes a lack of running fitness! If you’re

The project has cost approximately $70,000. The

interested in giving it a go … contact Frank.

students were able to secure an interest-free loan from

And when your soccer ball or football goes to bed at

The Corena Fund, a volunteer organisation which raises

night after a day of being kicked and harried around the

funds to support practical carbon-reduction projects.

park, it dreams that it’s a Frisbee.

The money saved on electricity bills will go towards
repaying the loan, and the Susteinerbles are currently

Frank

working on creating a crowd-funding campaign to pay
the balance and raise community awareness. We hope
to inspire other schools and organisations to follow our
lead towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The
Susteinerbles are proud to be fostering a positive vision
of hope for the future; bringing knowledge, voice and
empowerment to lead change in our community.
Rosie Barry

Tarremah’s Solar Power is Up and Running!
The

students

in

our

sustainability

group,

The

Susteinerbles, are excited to announce their latest
achievement: the recent installation of a 100KW solar
system to replace our reliance on hydroelectricity. The
student-initiated project, which began as a pipe-dream
early last year, finally came to fruition during the July
school holidays, when 303 solar panels were installed
by Powercom on the school Hall and surrounding
buildings.
Concerned by the negative effects of climate change,
the students devised quirky and creative fund-raising
methods, including a pedal powered cinema, to raise
funds towards a professional assessment of the school’s
energy consumption in 2019, and explore alternative

Staff Profile
Wendy Hyland
Education Administrator

I have completed two
cycles as a Class Teacher,
over a period of 13 years,
during which time I also taught art classes (an
area of particular interest for me) in the
Secondary School.
I now work as the Education Administrator. This
position involves the gathering of teachers’
documentation of planning and assessment,
conducting new teacher inductions, probations
and annual reviews and development meetings
with all teachers. I also co-ordinate the NAPLAN
tests, co-ordinate the supply of relief teachers
when staff are absent and perform various roles
as an Executive member. My responsibilities
assist the Heads of School by freeing them to
focus on other matters.
My work is enriched by my passion for working
from an anthroposophical perspective and my
most treasured moments in my working days are
when I’m interacting with children, staff and
parents, or when I’m able to mentor colleagues.
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