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Play-based learning

children start to look for friends to play with, rather

“This is child’s play” is a phrase commonly used to

than alongside. The learning focus now shifts to

describe

possibly

communication and negotiation, imagination and

meaningless – yet, anyone who has had the privilege of

creativity reach a new height. A new phase of play is

observing children immersed in imaginary play can

observable in the six-year-old child, whose play is

sense that it is complex, creative, meaningful and

increasingly directed by an idea, which can be sustained

all-engaging.

and explored over several days.

something

Free

simple

play

is

and

easy,

exploration,

practice,

digestion, invention, connection – and it is always
self-motivated. Children use all their faculties in play;
physical, sensory and emotional, and connect them in
new ways every time. While babies play initially to
achieve mastery over their limbs, the very young child
soon starts to engage parents and siblings in their little
games. In these interactions the child learns about the
world from the way her surroundings react. The next
phase of play is the practice of what has been observed
– this is when cupboards are emptied, shopping trolleys
filled etc. From the first trials with building blocks and
emptying of containers, the child learns about simple

Looking at the development of play in detail can help us
recognise the enormous importance of it in healthy
child development. Children who have had the
opportunity to play freely have a wonderful foundation
for later academic learning. They will have developed an
independent and inquisitive mind which can approach a
problem from various angles. They will also have the
deep experience that learning is something they like
doing. Play is a precious commodity for young children
and is worth protecting!
Annette Fuhr-Evitt

laws of physics and to make functional use of objects.
“The capacity to connect with things and to immerse
oneself in play, to develop interest, is formed in the first
few years. The Hungarian pediatrician Emmi Pikler
writes: It is important for children to discover as many
things for themselves as possible. If we help them solve
every task, we actually deprive them of the most
important thing for their psychological development. A
child

who

accomplishes

something

through

independent experimentation gains quite different
knowledge of things than one to whom a solution is
offered on a plate.” (M-L.Compani)

Imagination

develops in play between the ages of two to three, and

Diary Dates
Wednesday 8 April
Thursday 9 April
Friday 10 April

9:30am

School Tour
Last Day of Term 1
Good Friday

Stoorworm— Hanno, Class 2

Class 9 Refugee camp

It's Raining, It's Pouring
The

downpour

last

Thursday

allowed Class 2 to experience
first-hand the fun and force of

Half of our Class 9 students
are currently undertaking the
Refugee camp.

nature. We splashed in puddles,

This camp is designed to

stomped through soggy lawn and

foster

saw that our little creek had

empathy towards people who

become

need to flee their homes due to persecution, conflict,

a

powerful

rushing torrent. It is experiences
like these that create curiosity, inspire imagination and
engender excitement in the natural sciences - more
than any inside lesson could.

compassion

and

natural disasters, or a multitude of other reasons.
At the beginning of the week, the students pack all the
gear they will need for a week into two shopping bags,
and trek to their campsite. They exchange work for

Elise

surrounding properties for food.
Civics and citizenship,
and looking at world
issues

are

major

themes in the class 9
curriculum.

Students Against Racism
Class 9 were incredibly lucky to

Sunshine, rain and Ropes

have the Students Against Racism

As a testament to our Outdoor Program and the
hardiness of our Class 7 students we needed to change
the program and do our first day Climbing and awaiting

visit their class. The SAR members
ran a workshop and information
day ahead of the Class 9 Refugee

a Kunanyi experience for the wet day on Thursday.

Camp next week.

A great day on initiative and team

The SAR group comprises young migrants from

building games followed by a wonderful

countries all over the world. The students shared their

walk in the heavy rain (82 mm where
we were camped) ...serious puddle
jumping.

And the students kept

camping! And the last day's "Leap of

stories with the Tarremah students, and facilitated
activities designed to foster understanding and
empathy towards people from countries outside of
Australia.

Faith.
Many thanks to Gini and the wonderful SAR group for
A big thank you to Dave, Lynne and Vincent of Fusion
Ropes and Susan, Bella
and Brett for helping
the campers!

donating their time and sharing their experiences
today.

We

forward

to

look
seeing

them again soon for

John

our

Class 7 Camp Leader

international

upcoming

activities day!

Michael and the Dragon; Or Autumn, Conflict,
and Community.
It is known amongst Steiner Schools that with the
coming of autumn there is at times an increase in
altercations and conflicts. Those creative forces that we
rejoice in with the coming of spring have matured over
summer, and as Autumn arrives, they harden. As our
energies turn inwards, and as the year begins to get
darker, tempers tend to get shorter, and making good
decisions can be more difficult.
The Harvest Games are a way to give expression to, and
sublimate these conflicting forces in a way that is
beneficial to the community. And the Parade of Lights
in early Term 2, reinforces the need to rely on each
other as a community to combat the darkness of
winter.
Nevertheless, conflicts arise. This is natural. Every
community has conflict. But it is how we address that
conflict that truly defines a community.
In 2019, it was recognised by the staff that the ways in
which we are addressing behaviours needed to be
refined. This was also a key point made by the parent
body in the 2019 Survey. In response to this, a
Behaviour Policy Committee was formed and has been
working since Term 3 last year, to address the way
Tarremah responds to behaviours and conflicts in all
the social spheres of our community.
The result is The Tarremah Community Framework, for
Students, Staff, Parents and Friends and Other
Community Members. It is our hope that this new
framework will reinforce positive community values,
and at the same time address inappropriate behaviours
in a way that is clear, timely, and fair for the learning of
all.
In the interim, it is important to remember that we are
a community. The ties that link us are a little more
closely entwined than in other schools. It is imperative
then, that we must all endeavour to be the best version
of ourselves, and to model those values of respect, and
kindness and honesty for our children so they may be
inspired to emulate our behaviour.
In this time of colder mornings, shorter days and
shorter tempers, it is good to remember to be kind to
each other.
Brett Tait

Staff Profile
Gina Rose
Music Teacher
I have been a music
teacher at Tarremah for
the past eight years. I have
worked in a range of music education settings in
from kindergarten, primary schools to college
and university level prior to my time at
Tarremah, previously working as vocal director
of the UTAS Conservatorium Vocal Ensemble for
seven years, along with being an occasional
Aural lecturer during that time. I also ran a
private vocal studio, teaching primarily classical
and music theatre to voice students.
Prior to, and during my work in music education I
studied at the Conservatorium in classical voice,
obtaining Post-graduate degrees and Honours in
Music Performance before studying music
education and obtaining a Bachelor of Education.
I have worked as a music director/conductor, but
primarily in opera and music theatre as a
Soprano, working in newly commissioned works
and oratorio for a range of companies and with
various orchestras.
In 2011 I received a Churchill Trust Fellowship for
my work in singing and aural studies and with
this, travelled to Finland, Hungary and the UK to
pursue specialised study in this field.
At Tarremah, I teach general music to classes 110 and also take choirs and instrumental
ensembles in the high school. I was also invited
to be the singing teacher for the musical
component of the Anthroposophical Grailquest
course here, and undertook that role for its
initial two years.
In my time away from school, I am usually found
caring for our now 7- and 1-year old daughters,
pottering in, and growing as much as I can in my
veggie patch, and patting our retired/rescued
greyhound.

Survey Results and Strategic Priorities

procedures is currently underway. A committee has

The annual Parent Survey provides valuable input into

been established to draft a more streamlined,

the development and prioritization of future strategies

transparent

for Tarremah. Last year was the fifth consecutive year

behavioral issues. Now included within the Tarremah

that parent opinions and ideas have been sought. In

Community Framework, this document will be made

December 2019, 82 parents responded and the findings

available to all parents for consideration and input

from these responses have been presented to Council,

within the coming weeks.

School Executive and the College of Teachers. Results

The third area, which has emerged as of particular

from the Student Survey (which was run in Classes 8, 9

concern to parents, was the Handling of Complaints,

and 10) were also included in this presentation.

and this is the third area to be given strategic

Overall Satisfaction levels with the school have

prioritization.

fluctuated each year, showing a rise and fall consistent

developing procedures which capture and record

with certain events occurring at the time of the survey.

parent concerns, increase transparency, create more

Previously high levels of Overall Satisfaction, following

consistency in communication from Tarremah staff, and

the recovery of financial stability, were followed last

determine more achievable response times and

year by greater levels of dissatisfaction, most likely to

methods.

be due to the instability caused by changing school

In response to parent and student feedback, the school

leadership and teaching staff during 2019.

has been able to define, prioritize and allocate

Satisfaction levels with Communication provided by

resources to the three major areas of parent concern.

Class Teachers, Guardians and Administration varied

 Professional Development

dramatically from person to person.

 Behaviour Management

All rating and

and

age

School

appropriate

management

approach

are

to

currently

comments have been reviewed by school management

 Handling of Complaints

and have been fed into the Teacher Review and

Further consultation will be sought, involving parents in

Development process. Therefore predictably, Teacher

the improvement of Tarremah for our entire school

Relationships was identified as a highlight for many

community.

parents, whilst being an area of serious concern for
others.

Elise Blacher

At the same time, the Student Survey has allowed our
upper school students to give critical feedback to
teachers on their teaching practices, which also feeds
into the Teacher Review and Development process.
The Council and School Executive have targeted the
Professional Development of teachers as a strategic
priority. The Parent Survey indicates that parents see
Steiner teacher training as fundamental and therefore
Steiner based training will be given priority.
Another major areas of concern for parents was
Behaviour Management. Behaviour Management has
also been identified as a strategic priority and a
complete review and overhaul of the existing
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