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Creativity and Steiner Education

innovative thinking, one approaches the individual

What capacities and skills do students need to succeed

freedom so dear to Steiner education; freedom from

in the future?

prejudice, bias and emotive thinking and freedom to be

In a social and work environment that is changing so

innovative and creative in problem solving. A quotation

rapidly, three of the attributes that are and will be

often heard in relation to Steiner education is:

valued above others in the future are critical/analytical

“Our highest endeavour must be to develop free human

thinking, problem solving and creativity. (World

beings who are able of themselves to impart purpose

Economic Forum Future of Jobs Report, 2018, p 12).

and direction to their lives”. Rudolf Steiner

The cultivation of creativity is at the heart of Steiner

To encourage success in the future, the development of

Education. To create is to produce something new and

capacities for creative and critical thinking are

this power comes from the ability to imagine. Through

fundamental to the Steiner school.

imaginative

play,

storytelling,

painting,

drawing,

modelling, drama and movement, music and literature,

Wendy Hyland

the faculty of imagination is developed. This allows the
expression of one’s ideas, feelings and insights and the
creative imagining of solutions to problems.
By expressing and articulating the results of imaginative
activity one draws closer to one’s unique individuality
and when this occurs in a social context an appreciation
of difference is cultivated. As a result, empathy can
develop along with an increasing awareness in one’s
own perceived place in the social group, leading to
greater emotional wellbeing. Activating the imagination
pervades so many lessons in the Primary classes and
this continues into the Secondary school where the
focus shifts to the development of critical and analytical
thinking as the teenager develops the mental capacities
for logical, reasoned thinking.
With well-developed faculties of imagination and
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Class 6 Camp at Cockle Creek
From Selkies to Water Kelpies

Class 6 experienced their first camp of the year, heading

Class 2 are immersed in their 'Misty Islands' main lesson

to Cockle Creek and walking part of the South Cape

- hearing traditional stories from Ireland and Scotland

Track.

each day. The children then retell the story from the

Throughout their time at Tarremah, students become

previous day as a puppet show.

more independent and competent in all aspects of life,

This week we were visited by Emily with her folky fiddle
and also by Suzie with her tin whistle and flying
fingers. The children clapped and twirled and danced
as we listened to some amazing Irish and Scottish
music.
Elise

including camping. During their outdoor education
program, they learn how to cook nourishing and
delicious food on Trangias, how to safely deal with
adverse weather conditions, and how to appreciate and
respect all aspects of the
natural world.
This

camp

complements

also
the

Geography
Lesson of the year.
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Tuckshop

Staff Profile

Each Wednesday!

Michelle Hudspeth

Small $7, Medium $8, Large $10.

Maths

All meals include dessert

Specialist Teacher in the High

Week 5’s menu - Bolognese topped with grated cheese

and

Science

School.

and garlic bread. Meat and vegetarian options

I am enjoying my transition

available. Includes an all natural fruit fizzy spritzer for

from parent to teacher in the

dessert.

Tarremah community and wish to extend a huge

Week 6’s menu - Home made pastries (meat and
vegetarian options), salad and dipping sauce. Includes
an all natural chocolate/banana smoothie for dessert.

thank

you

for

the

warm

welcome.

I

completed a Master of Teaching five years ago
and during that time have rediscovered my
passion for maths and stirred a desire to make

All meals will be homemade with an emphasis on

maths accessible and enjoyable for all. A career

freshness, an abundance of vegetables and of course,

pathway through the forest industry, outdoor

deliciousness! As always there will be gluten free, vegan

recreation and education fields and parenting

and vegetarian options.

three children have provided me with a range of

Our tuckshop is a much loved part of our children’s
week (let’s be honest...the lunch box packers’ week!)
and many hands bring it together smoothly and full of
light. Please consider offering some time to this
wonderful initiative and join in our vibrant community.
There’s the bonus of a free lunch for your eldest child ;)
Follow the sign up link to add your name to a roster.
https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

life experiences to bring to the classroom. I enjoy
playing in the outdoors, growing fresh food and I
am establishing a new garden in a paddock!
I previously taught maths, science and health
and PE and outdoor education at Ogilvie High
School and was fortunate to be part of the whole
school revolutionising its approach to teaching
mathematics. My role also involved teaching
numeracy support classes and leading the
curriculum area of maths, inspiring students and
teachers to be courageous and try new things to
explore and grow.
I am looking forward to meeting and working
with your children to inspire their maths journey.

Parent Education
More than baking cakes
Karin Smith, June 2014
Parent partnership - or parent involvement - is a central
concept at Steiner Waldorf schools, but what do we
mean by it? Are we thinking of parents volunteering for
help at the annual fair or with cleaning the school? Are
we talking about “educating” parents at parent
evenings? Are teachers meant to guide parents in
family life and childcare? How can parents become
actively engaged in school development, what are the
teachers' contributions and which aspects are
important?
Often, we view the other person in their particular role;
we see ‘the Teacher’, ‘the Mother’ or ‘the Father’. On
the other hand we also speak and act out of our own
role. This way of relating may lead to anxiety on all
sides. Teachers fear to be considered incompetent by
the parents; therefore they hide behind the mask of the
all-knowing expert. They can come across as
condescending, even towards parents who have been
longer at the school than the teacher herself. Teachers
sometimes forget that the parents have been with the
child since birth, that they know that child and its
development in a more intimate way than the teacher.
Parents, on the other hand, may show little awareness
for the class as a whole. They are focused on their own
child. Their questions are, “Is my child well? Does she
get enough attention? Are his individual needs met?
The parents expect the school to offer their child
perfect learning opportunities. They have chosen the
school for their child, they put up with extra financial
obligations and additional demands.
Steiner might have foreseen some of this potential
conflict when at the parents' evening at the school in
Stuttgart on 22nd June 1923 he said, “But above all, we
have to focus on our intentions. We cannot hope to
gain much from particular instructions, that teachers
should address the parents in this way or that and vice
versa; but we can expect much when teachers and
parents meet each other in the right spirit, with the
right attitude.”
Much depends on the right intentions or inner attitude.
This is true for the direct encounter between parent

and teacher but also for everyone involved in the life of
the school.
The most basic skill we need is the skill of listening. We
think that the purpose of listening is to find out
something from our interlocutor, which we don't know,
something which will be useful for us. However, the
philosopher Natalie Knapp points out that the biggest
potential of listening lies in finding out something “that
the speaker does not know herself”. The ability to listen
empathically enables my partner to find clarity in her
own thinking. As a pupil once said, “only when I speak
do I know what I think.”
The most important task at a parents' evening or in a
focus group is to create space for other people's
thoughts. This in turn enables further contributions,
ideas and visions to emerge. Thus, a dynamic process
starts which – according to Natalie Knapp - “awakens
the intelligence of a group”. Only then, new steps can
be taken. Having said that, we are all children of a
world which becomes increasingly individualistic. Empathic listening, mutual thinking and true cooperation
does not come easy to us. It means, we have to make
an effort to hold back our opinions, our personal
agendas and the ever-present ‘I know best’.
Parent partnership is a landscape with an endless
variety of features; only a few of them have been
mentioned here. Sometimes, the hike is pleasant, an
easy ramble, but sometimes it feels like a walk in the
jungle or in a minefield. Empathic listening is compass
and staff for us all.
Please click the link below for the full article.
https://www.waldorf-resources.org/articles/display/archive/2014/06/17/article/more-thanbaking-cakes/1063381b6087775d72b47c894672e621/
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