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The Tarremah Susteinerbles
Steiner Education Australia hopes to foster an identity

significant long-term financial gains to the school by

for Steiner students as environmental change-makers

converting to solar power, as well as future-proofing the

with a positive, empowered attitude towards the

school for possible changes in other related areas in the

future.

future. We could even become the first carbon-neutral

Our

student

sustainability

group,

The

Susteinerbles, is doing just that! It was initiated two
years ago by a few passionate high-school students who
wanted to discuss and implement ways they could be
more environmentally responsible and influence their
peers and others to be the same. Now, volunteers from
Class 6 to Class 10 continue to pursue these ambitions
at regular lunch time meetings, under the guidance of
Michael Rowland and Rosie Barry.

school in Tasmania!
This year we plan to link with Steiner schools
Australia-wide to share information and expertise about
local and world projects. The various groups of students
around Australia will collaborate to produce a film
which we hope will bring focus, inspiration and
environmental action to schools and students, and
support those who carry the environmental projects.

Last year the Susteinerbles joined students from many

We are hopeful that the School Council will approve the

other schools at the Southern Tasmanian Climate Youth

implementation of solar power so that the Tarremah

Leaders Conference. They were inspired by presenters

Susteinerbles’ Solar Project will feature in this movie

from Australia and beyond to develop an action plan,

and be a beacon project to other Steiner schools.

which they implemented during the next two terms and
then consolidated at a second conference later in the
year.

The Susteinerbles are proud to be fostering a positive
vision of hope for the future and the knowledge, voice
and empowerment to lead change in our community.

Our focus was on alternative energy generation. During
National Science Week we ran a pedal-powered cinema

Rosie Barry

and served smoothies made by pedal-power. We also
looked at the school’s current electricity consumption
and investigated the possibility of converting our
energy

to

solar

power,

thereby

reducing

our

environmental impact and saving money. The students
made and sold bee’s wax wraps and smoothies to raise
money towards a professional assessment, and
subsequently developed then presented what we hope
is a compelling business case to the school.
As well as the many educational gains the investigation
provided, the students found that there would be

Diary Dates

Friday 14 February
Friday 14 February
Friday 21 February
Sunday 23 February
Monday 24 February
Monday 25 February
Wednesday 4 March
Monday 9 March
Tuesday 10—Friday 13 March
Tuesday 10 March

3:00pm—5:00pm

9:30am

6:00pm

P&F Welcom Afternoon Tea
School Photo Orders Due
Secondary School Surf Carnival
Sibling Photos
School Photos
School Photos
School Tour
Public Holiday
Class 1, 2 & 3 Swimming
P&F Meeting

Saxon, Class 4

Class 1 & 2 Playground
Taroona Beach

Honeysuckle Room

Welcome to the 2020 School Year
We hope that you have enjoyed a wonderful time with
your families and express our sympathies for anyone
who has been affected by the fires of this extraordinary
summer.
It has been wonderful to see the children approaching
their first few days with such enthusiasm. Our teachers
are eager to explore new and engaging concepts as
they challenge the children to extend their knowledge
and develop new skills.
The School Executive and School Council are excited to
support the Susteinables’ Solar Project that will
dramatically reduce our electricity bill. We would like
to express our gratitude to Rosie Barry, Maree Bakker
and Michael Rowland who have generously given their
time to guide the students in developing their proposal.
Both Executive and Council are in consultation
regarding the prioritizing of a number of School
Improvements in 2020. One area of focus will be
Parent Education and Professional Development for
teachers. We look forward to inviting you to a number
of presentations and workshops that will be offered
during the year.
Over the course of the Tarremah Times publications
this year, our teachers would like to share insights into
their passion for Steiner Education. We would like
everyone to be on the lookout for their fortnightly
articles on the newsletters’ cover pages, which explore
the anthroposophical ideas informing Steiner pedagogy
and how they influence the development and delivery
of the curriculum. We are also very pleased that our
strengthening financial position allowed for an increased budget allocation to Professional Development
for 2020. This allowed us to support a significant
number of teachers to attend the summer Intensive
Programs at Glenaeon, in Sydney, and at Melbourne
Rudolf Steiner School. These intensives are particularly
beneficial as they provide opportunities for teachers to
work collaboratively whilst focusing on their specific
teaching area. Having a large number of teachers
attend together allows them the opportunity to
maximise their experience.
Relishing this opportunity to explore concepts
collegially, these teachers are keen to share their
experience. This sharing will complement our internal
Professional Development Program for 2020, and we
look forward to sharing these experiences with you
through our fortnightly newsletter.
We would like to welcome two new teachers; Michelle

Hudspeth and Jade Stephens, who will be teaching
Mathematics and Science in the Secondary School, and
Japanese in Classes 1-4, respectively.
Finally, we would like to express our deepest gratitude
to Rod Tomlinson for his guidance to the School
community, as School Chair, over the last six years. Rod
continues to engage in his passion for developing
greater understanding in School communities, taking up
a short-term consultative position with a Steiner School
in the beautiful Margaret River region of Western
Australia. He will be working with teachers and their
School Council. We wish him every success in guiding
their community.
Matt and John

Class 9 kicks off the
year with a Journey
Camp!
As a welcome to the Upper
School, Class 9 embarked
on a 4 day journey over the
mountain and back down the Derwent river to school
by foot and by kayak.
Highlights included camping at the Springs on the
mountain, the challenges of the Ropes Course (where
students worked together to overcome curly problems
and then jumped from the top of a tall tree to a
swinging trapeze), the paddle along the Alum cliffs in
sea kayaks, the many games of frisbee, and welcoming
new students Jo, Ryder and Wavey.
Walking and kayaking allowed the students to more
fully connect with their local environment as we
circumnavigated the familiar skyline that we live
beneath. It showed that there is so much to explore in
our own backyards.
There were many people to thank along the way.
Penny for allowing us to walk through her olive grove.
Dave and Vince for challenging us and keeping us safe
on the ropes course. Reg and Rob for guiding us in
kayaks. Simon for again welcoming us to the Taroona
scout hut. The intrepid Maddy who backed trailers and
helped along the way. Kevin for showing how to be
enthusiastic, inspiring and humble all at the same time.
And Em for coming along on our long day of walking.
We are now looking forward to a rewarding year in the
upper school, with many adventurous camps as much
anticipated highlights.
Frank

News and
Events

Lost Property at Tarremah

2020 Secondary Surf Carnival

also remember to relable hand-me-downs.

Happy New Year! Now is a great time to label your
children's clothes as the new year begins and please

Friday 21 February, Start: 10am – 2pm
This year we will be holding a Secondary Surf Carnival at
Taroona Beach on Friday 21 February. Staff and
students will depart School around 9:00am, and will
arrive at the beach ready to start the first activities
around 9:45am.

At Tarremah, lost property is placed in a tub on the staff
study verandah (above the library). At the end of each
term it is tucked away for a grace period before being
sent to an opp shop. If a garment is labelled it will
instead reappear in your child's locker. And we would
prefer to return the items to their owners.

Students will then be able to compete in activities to
win points for their house group throughout the day:

Thanks Qug.

Surf Triathlon, Swimming Races, Novelty events: Sand

School Photo Schedule

castle building, Kayak races, Synchonised Sand Dancing,

School photos will be taken

Boogie board derby, Beach Sprints, Tug-O-War, and

on 24 & 25 March and the

Sand castle sculpting.

schedule is as follows;

Students will be very active on the day, but as always,
the weather can be unpredictable and the sea water
temperature rather cold, so could you please ensure
your child brings the following items on the day:

Monday: 8:45am Class 7,
9:15am Fantail, 9:45am Class 4, 10:15am Class 2,
11:30am Class 6 and 12:00pm Class 3, 12:30pm Class 5
and 1:45pm Class 9.



Warm clothing and/or a small blanket on the day



Change of clothing



Towel



Bathers

Please be sure all students are neatly dressed and their



Goggles

hair is tidy.



Wet suit (if they have one)



Drink Bottle/Water



Lunch and snacks (slightly more than usual)



Hat (and sunscreen)



Epipen and/or asthma medication (if required)

Wednesday: 8:45am Class 10, 9:15am Silvereye,
9:45am Pipit, 10:15am Class 8, 11:30am Class 1.

2020 Term Dates
Term 1 Wednesday 5 February to Thursday 9 April
Easter

In Term 1 Holidays

Term 2 Tuesday 28 April to Friday 26 June

The events will conclude just after 2pm, students will

Student Free Day Monday 27 April

then have time to change, clean up the beach and

Term 3 Tuesday 21 July to Friday 25 September

equipment and will then return to school via Bus.

Student Free Day Monday 20 July

Family Help Request

Term 4 Tuesday 13 October to Thursday 10 December

If you can assist the running of the day by loaning any

Student Free Day Monday 12 October

of

at

School Holiday Friday 23 October

19

Student Free Day Monday 9 November

the

following

items,

grego@tarremah.tas.edu.au
February: Life jackets (x 8)
Thankyou for your support,
Greg Orr

please
by

email

me

Wednesday

Slushies will add a cooling zing for afters.
Week 4’s menu - Pizzas and fresh fruit smoothies

Welcome
This year Tarremah welcomes many bright new faces! It
is such a pleasure to watch our school blossom and
thrive. We have many new families who have moved
schools, moved states or even moved countries and a
school community is such a valuable resource for

All meals will be homemade with an emphasis on
freshness, an abundance of vegetables and of course,
deliciousness! As always there will be gluten free, vegan
and vegetarian options.

grounding and kinship. If you see a new face about the

Our tuckshop is a much loved part of our children’s

place we invite you to offer a bright Tarremah smile and

week (let’s be honest...the lunch box packers’ week!)

ask how they’re settling. We take for granted the many

and many hands bring it together smoothly and full of

“nuts and bolts’ ways of doing in a school year and our

light. Please consider offering some time to this

small offering of support could make the world of

wonderful initiative and join in our vibrant community.

difference to a family finding their feet in our lovely

There’s the bonus of a free lunch for your eldest child.

school.

Follow the sign up link to add your name to a roster.
https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

Welcome Afternoon Tea
Friday 14 February, 3pm—5pm, Class 1& 2 Playground
This Friday afternoon will see our Class 1 and 2
playground fill with chatter, laughter and friendship.
Bring

some

snacks,

a

picnic

blanket,

musical

instruments if music making your gift, and your
Tarremah community spirit. A relaxed atmosphere to
meet and welcome all our new families and catch up
with old friends. We’d love to see you all there!

Parents and Friends (P & F)
Once a month a small group of parents (and
grandparents) meet to discuss the growth and
nurturance of our school community. We steer our ship
away from rocky politics, and choose a calm and
relaxed sharing of ideas with the intention of bringing
further joy and support to our school. We would love to
see new faces as we all have such unique things to
share.

Tuckshop

Our next meeting is held in the Honeysuckle Room on

Our tuckshop bursts into 2020 under the culinary

10 March at 6:00pm. There will be tea and cake and

guidance of our new co-ordinator Kylee Carter!

plenty of room to welcome you.

There is a fresh new menu, new sizing, new prices, and
new set up. Seating will be set up for the students/staff
to sit socially together, where children will be
responsible for scraping, rinsing and stacking their own
plates. All ages from Class 1 to Class 10 and teachers
coming together to share a meal each Wednesday
sounds all kinds of wonderful!
The menu will change throughout the term and prices
are as follows: Small $7, Medium $8, Large $10. All
meals include dessert
Week 3’s menu - Baked Jacket Potatoes with either a
bolognaise or vegetarian filling and topped with all the
delicious extras like coleslaw, cheese and sour cream.

Publishing details
Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
during term times. For further information please contact the school office or visit http://
www.tarremah.tas.edu.au
Tarremah Times is published by Tarremah Steiner
School
email: mail@tarremah.tas.edu.au

