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Anthroposophy? What Is It?
What saddens me most in Steiner school communities
is that many of the challenges we face are mistakenly
felt to be a lack in Anthroposophy rather than a lack of
Anthroposophy.
On the anthroposophical path of development, we
strive to rouse ourselves to fresh powers of conscious
attention and open-mindedness to wrestle our way free
of our conditioning – all those prejudices and
preconceptions which determine our reactions to
circumstance. This cultivation of an open mind leads
inevitably to also opening one’s heart, a capacity to see
through the eyes of another, to see the world, the
circumstances or yourself through another’s eyes, to let
people ‘in’, to become as interested in others as in
yourself. But this development is not complete until
one begins developing what Steiner called die volle
Verantwortung, ‘full responsibility’, to be ‘answerable’
to the world and others for everything we say, think
and do. ‘Full’ responsibility comes about when we
realise we are all one, that all separative, exclusionary
conceptions of humanity and of existence is illusory,
that none of us are here by accident and we are all
responsible for restoring all that is ‘fallen’ in the world.
The more we open up to the world, the more it opens
up to us.
I wish everyone the very best in 2020 and I look forward
to dropping in on Tarremah in the days to come.
Rod Tomlinson

NAPLAN Results 2019
Standardised testing is a useful tool for assessing
academic learning. Tarremah’s results are consistent
and predictable from year to year and reflect
identifiable characteristics of our learning program. By
offering educational experiences that are congruous
with development, children are allowed to learn as
their abilities unfold. This means that certain aspects of
the curriculum are introduced at different times to the

Australian National Curriculum (upon which the Naplan
test is based).
Our Class 3 scores are characteristically under the
Tasmanian and Australian mean scores. This is also but
to a lesser degree, apparent in Class 5 and by Class 7
and Class 9 Tarremah’s NAPLAN scores have been
consistently above average in past years, both in
Tasmanian and National comparisons.
The trend is to go from below average in 3 and 5 and
above average in 7 and 9. This contrasts with the trend
of mainstream schools which tend to score highly in 3
and 5 and plateau or drop in 7 and 9.
Understanding trends and the reasons for them helps
inform us when evaluating the effectiveness of each
school and type of education. The Mercury newspaper
of 6 December 2019 reported that Tarremah was the
fourth highest rating Year 9 in the state over the past
four years which is a testimony to the education that
occurs here.
It is important, however, to view the academic work
done in schools in the perspective of the development
of the entire individual which we see in a threefold way.
The intellect is certainly important but is best when
supported by the development emotions maturity
(allowing healthy social interactions and perceptions of
self) and the will (allowing the individual to complete
tasks and to work with determination and endurance).
This is what is meant by the phrase, ‘Head, heart and
hands’ which is a central tenet of Steiner education.
At Tarremah we work extensively on developing the
whole individual in all three aspects, but we are
certainly encouraged when the rigour of the High
School academic curriculum demonstrates such fruits as
these pleasing NAPLAN results.
Wendy Hyland,
For the School Executive.

Diary Dates
Thursday 5 December
Wednesday 11 December
Thursday 12 December
Thursday 12 December

6:30pm
2:30pm—6:00pm
9:30am

Class 8 Drama Performance
Christmas Market
Class 10 Leavers and Final Assembly
Last Day of Term 4

Hall
Hall
Amphitheatre

Class 7 Maria Camp

Nature Walk

Class 7 are currently on Maria Island, learning about

Class 1 are writing and

local history, flora, fauna, and geology.

illustrating their own Nature
Diaries so we start each day

The camps offered throughout the Secondary years

bushwalking in the Peter

allow students to experience the amazing natural

Murrell Reserve. We have

Tasmanian landscapes first hand, and to develop a

seen magpies, rainbow lorikeets, crows, caterpillars,

sense of place and belonging. In addition to this, they

ants, lizards, a big black snake, insect eggs, colourful

learn skills that help them to navigate the outdoors

leaves, tee tree flowers, tiny purple flowers and berries

independently.

and so much more. We have heard the wind in the
trees, trickling streams, beautiful bird calls, slithering
and scuttling in the braken.

We have collected

treasures - feathers, seeds, flowers, interesting leaves,
branches scattered with fungus. The perfect end to a
lovely year in Class 1.
Elise

Class 3 Farm Visit
Class Three went on a second farm visit to complete
their farming main lesson. The class visited Sharee
MacCammon's farm at Pelverata on a glorious sunny
day. Sharee generously shared her place with the class
as well as giving us some hot chocolate made from
goat's milk and making some fresh vegetable soup from
her vegetables for lunch.
Children were busy all day, collecting manure, feeding
chickens, goats, rabbits and a beautiful donkey, Pedro.
They harvested and chopped rhubarb ready to make
rhubarb champagne, cracked hazelnuts, milked goats
and planted bean seeds. There was also time for playing
around the spectacular gardens and in the "Mac Shack."
A big thank you to Sharee for her generosity and thank
you to her family for sharing their home and making the
day so special. Thank you too, to parents who came to

help for the day.

Class 8 present
‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’

Congratulations to our Class 10 Leavers

News and Events
Thank You
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our ILF
Book Sale that was held last Friday!
It was lovely to see many donations coming in through
the week to be included in the sale, and many excited
faces delving into the books on the day.

Class 10 Overland Track
The

10-day

hike

is

a

With your generosity we raised $209.55 for the
culmination

of

the

Tarremah Outdoor Education program, where students
interact with their natural surroundings, and feel a
sense

of

stewardship

for

the

environment.

We are lucky to have such a rich and beautiful natural
environment in Tasmania, and the students enjoy

Indigenous Literacy Foundation to purchase books for
Aboriginal Communities.
Thank you to everyone who came along and helped out
on the day.
Abbey Vincent

taking in the stunning natural landscape.

The Susteinerbles
Members of the Tarremah student sustainability group,
“The Susteinerbles”, have been researching the notion
of converting the school’s power supply to solar power.
Last

week

they

presented

their

findings

to

representatives from the School Council, the Teacher’s
Executive and the P&F, and are hoping to receive
approval to pursue this project.
The students hope
to make Tarremah
the first
Carbon-neutral
school in Tasmania

Christmas Market
Our much loved Christmas market is scheduled for next
Wednesday the 11th of December from 3pm til 6pm in
the school hall. It is a happy afternoon that sees us
shopping for beautiful hand made Steiner inspired
wares, listening to carols and stories, eating delicious
food and enjoying the company of our school friends.
And after the sometimes hectic pace of a school year
it’s so calming to be able to linger until six with our
beloved community.

tuckshop. Delicious and wholesome food, zero waste
initiatives and always, always a big smile greeted our
children each Thursday and we are incredibly grateful.

The Parents and Friends at Tarremah always put on a

Next year will see us farewell these beautiful ladies

BBQ and CRAFT STALL at the market, and we are

from this role and the tuckshop taken over by new and

requesting your support by signing up on on our roster,

eager hands. From all the children and the morning

which is easy to do by clicking on the link below. We

“lunch box packers”, we sincerely thank-you, Amanda

would love some cooks, money handlers and help with

and Kim.

serving people.
https://signup.zone/myWof9jLc6LQ36fCN

Thank You!
At Tarremah we have the great privilege to walk, hand

These wonderful out of school hours events require the

in hand with our children, a unique educational path;

support and cooperation of our parent body to be

steeped in rich learning that facilitates the growth of

responsible for the supervision of their children and to

the whole human being and founded on a deep love

remind them that the rest of the school is out of

and nurturance of community. And it is through this

bounds. We are grateful for your support.

coming together of hearts and hands that we enrich not

Waste Free Fair Initiative
It all started with a vision to see our fair reduce its
impact on this beautiful earth. And with a team of
tenacious souls led by the wonderful Maree, this vision
became a reality.

There were strong rules for food

vendors as to what was acceptable food packaging, our
community was encouraged to “bring their own”, we

only the schooling experience for our children but also
for us as parents. A heartfelt thank-you to all that have
contributed to our community gatherings, social
occasions, tuckshop, craft workshops, working bees,
Heartwarmers cafe, and fundraisers big and small. Your
contributions uplift our school to one of authenticity
and joy. Thank-you!

used metal/washable forks, there was a brilliant team
to sort through things at the end (coffee cups were
saved for next year’s vegetable seedlings), and our
chickens and compost were fed well. The results? One
small bag of landfill for an event catering to 3500
people! What an incredible achievement!

Tuckshop
May we give a round of applause and virtual throwing
of flowers to the kind, generous and tireless Kim and
Amanda for their immense contributions to our school
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