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Ascent and Descent, Nadir and Zenith
Everything in the natural world has a moral or spiritual
dimension or a meaning which, while not immediately
apparent, can be sought, and indeed must be sought, if
our life is not to drift into meaninglessness, and the
despair which often follows in its train. Steiner asserted
once that all the people we meet, things we encounter
and events we experience are telling us something,
something we are not aware of, something we cannot
hear until we pause and reflect on the possibility, that it
all means something more than is immediately
apparent. A Greek writer, Nikos Kazantzakis, probably
expressed it best when he remarked that, “Everything
in this world has a hidden meaning. Human beings,
animals, trees, stars, they are all hieroglyphics. When
you see them, you do not understand them. You think
they are really men, animals, trees, stars. It is only years
later… that you understand.”

meaning the Winter Spiral gives expression to is that at
the nadir of our life’s circumstances, or the lowest ebb
in our relationships, at the heart of all of them, there is
a turning point where fresh insight or illumination can
be found which will lead to a path of ascent, which
leads to a new zenith. An implicit understanding
emerges that everyone benefits from our individual
illumination and that there are times on all our paths
when we must find the courage to enter the darkest of
places to find the illumination we all seek.
Please remember to observe the contemplative hushed
atmosphere which will support everyone’s experience
of all that the Winter Spiral offers.
Rod Tomlinson

The sun’s light and life diminishes through the course of
the year to its lowest ebb at the Winter Solstice. This
point will be reached this year on Friday, 21 June at
3:54pm. This spiralling descent to the Solstice and the
subsequent ‘return’ is reflected schematically in the
involving and evolving spiral upon which the children
walk at our annual Winter Spiral celebration being held
this Friday after school.
All the children are encouraged to acknowledge each
and every fellow pupil’s presence in the spiral and the
contribution that their candle’s light is making to this
emerging spiralling sculpture of light. Their considered
and contemplative participation in this collaborative
sculpture in light, allows all students to share one
another’s experience of their individuality in
community.
All rituals which prove to have enduring value give
expression to something meaningful, a multivalent
meaning often like the phenomena of Nature. One such
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Class 10 — Scream

Winter Spiral
Hall
Class 10 present “The Importance of Being Earnest”
Hall
Heartwarmers Café
Hall Foyer
Class 10 present “The Importance of Being Earnest”
Hall
Class 10 present “The Importance of Being Earnest”
Hall
Class 1 Cake Stall
Honeysuckle Room
Last Day of Term 2
Student Free Day
First Day of Term 3
P&F Meeting
Honeysuckle Room

Class 4 Animal Displays

Class 6

Class 4 presented their Animal Displays as a

During Term 2 Class 6

culmination of their 'Human Being and the Animal

have been exploring the

World' Main Lesson.

world of gymnastics and
circus skills. Discovering

Class 10 Work Experience

new ways to balance,

Every year I'm always gratified to get feedback from the

juggle, roll, swing and work in a team!

Class 10 work experience placements. The student's
supervisors always report glowingly about the conduct
of the students of Tarremah. This year Brett and I
visited most of the placements and a number
commented to me that it was the best work experience
student they have had for many years.

Class 7 began their Chemistry Main Lesson
this week
In Steiner education, students learn about processes
phenomenologically. This means that they observe a
process such as combustion, consider reasons why the
process occurred, and then learn about the theory
behind the phenomenon. This gives the students an
opportunity to engage with the world around them in
an exciting and meaningful way.
This also meant that the students utilised the outdoors
for their learning!

While we were justifiably proud, as their parents would
have been, I ask myself what is it that produces
students that conduct themselves with such maturity in
an essentially foreign workplace? Of course parents
would justifiably take much of the credit for the
conduct of their child, however, I do witness the close
association of student and teacher, in all the grades,
more in a mentoring approach to any investigation, as
an important factor.
This year as always there was a variety of placements from cafe work; law work; to working in veterinary
surgeries; Sydney Botanical Gardens; bookshops; food
retail; Tasmanian plant nursery; civil engineering and
planning and supporting teachers in the early childhood
and School canteen.
Well done Class 10
students!
John

In the Garden
Winter is here and it’s time to eat the produce from our
hard work. With the fire going
we have been cooking jacket
potatoes

and

marshmallows.

a

few

Class 10 had

their last class this week and so
celebrated with a feast of the
above and a few chocolate
bananas. Very happy students.

News and Events

The Great Gum boot swap

Class 10 present “The Importance of Being
Earnest”

horticulture garden in particular, it is

Parents with the increasing mud in the

24 & 26 June at 11:30am and 26 & 27 June at 6:30pm

important each student has a pair of

In the Hall, Gold Coin Donation

gum boots to wear.

If they have

become too small for your child, we
You are invited to attend Class 10’s drama production

will be arranging a swap by passing boots which are too

for 2019.

small to the lower classes and seeking a slightly larger

The Importance of Being Earnest is set in the opulence

pair from the older classes.

of 19th Century England. The story follows the path of

If you prefer to keep your child's boots in the family,

two young scoundrels; Jack Worthing and Algernon

please tell your child to hang on to them and bring

Moncrieff. Jack’s attempts to pursue his love for

them home. To save waste and to promote re-use we

Gwendolen Fairfax is proven difficult due to multiple

are encouraging students to seek a larger pair from

hilarious obstacles in his path. Algernon Moncrieff,

their older school mates.

delighted by Jack Worthings elaborate lies, begins to

Michael

pursue the affection of Cecily Cardew. In their attempts
to capture the hearts of Gwendolen and Cecily, Jack

Wooden Boat Required

and Algernon both disguise themselves under the

We are still looking for a wooden boat

appellation of Earnest. The ladies are initially oblivious

to replace the much loved little boat in

to the fact that their lovers names are not what they

our yard that had to be retired.

appear to be. Drama ensues as the true nature of

Please contact the Early Childhood teachers if you know

Earnest is revealed. Written by Oscar Wilde, the play

of a suitable boat looking for a tree change!

offers a tongue in cheek glimpse into the ridiculousness
of the Upper Classes.
We hope to see you there.
Bruno and Ellie

Thank you in anticipation,
The Pipit and Fantail children

 $4000 in the high school for some more exercise/free
play structures.

The role of the P&F
Let’s be honest. Committees can send most of us running
what with the thought of minute taking, roles, lists and
jobs! Argh!!! And while there is a whisker of formality
(from an accountability point of view), our P & F meetings
are far from this vision. They are casual, effervescent
evenings of fellowship with a common goal of supporting
our community in facilitating small events and fundraisers.
We are all about nurturing the beautiful Tarremah spirit
and readily welcome new energy and ideas to bring joy to
our community. There is much tea, laughter and a coming
together of like minded souls. And no one walks away with
an exhaustive list of jobs!
Lately we have been brainstorming some wonderful
fundraisers and community events for the coming year
and look forward to sharing them with you. Watch this
space for an old school 80s lamington drive in Term 3 as
well as a fun parents evening.

 $1000 for the School garden.
 $1000 for the library.
 $500 for Qug to buy plants.
 $1500 for The Susteinables - The P&F are working
closely with this inspiring group of young people to
create a “business plan” for them to present to the
committee as part of their allocation. Such a wonderful
learning opportunity!

Tuckshop
Every Thursday at lunchtime for class 1 - 10 students
and teachers.
Nachos $5 Large $3 Small , Bliss Balls $1
GF and DF options
We do need parent help to make the tuck shop run
smoothly, please check out the sign up zone below, and
put your name down for a time.

NEXT MEETING: 30 July at 6:30pm in the Honeysuckle
Room (beside the office). Please email us if you would
like to come along: tarremahpandf@gmail.com.

https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

Cake Stall
Friday 28 June (last day of term), 3:00pm

We would love to see you there!

Class One and the P & F will be holding a cake stall in

Heartwarmers Cafe

the Honeysuckle Room at 3pm. Start squirrelling away

Heart warmers cafe will run every Wednesday for the rest

those coins ready for a delicious fundraiser!

of Term 2 in the hall foyer from 9-11. For new parents its a
wonderful way to meet other parents and for those
who've been here for years, a lovely way to reconnect with
your

community

and

spread

Tarremah’s

light.

Grandparents and young children are most welcome and
there are complimentary hot drinks, rice pudding and
apple crumble.

Spreading the Fair love!
We are delighted to share the allocation of fair funds!

Publishing details

Our heart filled day was a great fund raiser for the
school and we look forward to seeing our community
support come to life around the school over the coming
months.
 $3500 to go towards the early childhood swing set
upgrade.
 $4000 for a net swing in area B to replace the
wooden curvy structures.
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