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Shortcomings or Opportunities For Growth?
One ‘tension’ in our Steiner school community, which I

previous times or locations, whose particular forms I

would suggest is experienced in one form or another in

realise I am trying to impose on it, rather than

all Steiner Schools, and more or less acutely at different

cultivating what in potentia is the best that is uniquely

times, is that the staff are not ‘real’ Steiner teachers or

present here and that is seeking to be recognised and

that the cultivation of anthroposophical understandings

nurtured. When we perceive a lack, it is deeply

and practice in a school could be insufficient to warrant

significant whether we see what we can contribute to

it calling itself a Steiner school!

its improvement or only what others should have done,

Given the nature and scope of these Steiner education-

or be doing about it – our recognition of this dissonance

al ideals all schools justifiably must acknowledge

between the actuality and my ideals, can expresses

shortcomings. Any school striving to realise these ideals

itself as moral judgement of others. Very often our

will in reality, still fall far short of them. But to overlook

intentions are to help, but we see them exercising a

the actual attainments and value of what is being

mysteriously destructive effect and find our unintended

realised in any given school is also to overlook the real

judgements of others reciprocated. No wild pear tree

opportunities for growth and development in a

can produce good oranges but with assistance, support

particular school but additionally, any identification or

and cultivation will yield pears, the likes of which may

criticisms of these perceived shortcomings can work in

never before have been known.

a profoundly destructive way on the delicate, feeling-

Rod Tomlinson

imbued activity of teachers striving in the ways we
encourage Steiner teachers to be active.
We come across a pear tree in the forest and, to our
perception, find it ‘stunted’ and producing small insipid
fruit compared to the flourishing, fruiting trees we have
known in orchards in the past. But we can see that its
location might offer a unique fruit, which perhaps could
benefit from some manure and soil nutrients, and
perhaps the clearing of the trees surrounding it to allow
more sunlight and rain to reach it. But if I see its
limitations as deficiencies rather than prospects then I
do it an injustice and if it were sentient, I might even
find my efforts are diminishing its capacity to flourish
and fulfil its potential – a potential which may just be
unlike any other pear tree I am familiar with from
Class 10 — Scream
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Class 3 Sleepover

Class 1 Artwork
Class 1 spent a sun drenched afternoon decorating a
tree outside their classroom.

The starkness of the

barren winter tree was suddenly transformed into a
colourful artwork.

celebrated

the

Passover Seder with parents
on May 31, last Friday night.
The class were lucky to have
Lindy come to the classroom during the week to help
the children make some haroset (a sweet paste made
from apples and nuts) which is used during Seder.
On Friday afternoon Nimrod made a fire and helped the
children make some Matzoh (unleavened bread) which
was also eaten during the Seder. Class 3s welcomed
parents with a Shalom song and dance, before sitting

Baking Damper

with their parents on some beautifully decorated

The Class 1 children were excited to combine

tables. Rachel, Dave and Lindy took us through a

'gardening' with 'cooking' as they baked damper over a

shortened

little fire. The children enjoyed finding a stick, shaping

compared to a usual 2 hours.

the dough into a coil, wrapping the dough around their
stick, and holding it carefully over the coals. While it
cooked we sat around the fire and listened to Michael
tell fairy stories. Then crusty damper was smothered in

version

of

the

Seder,

30

minutes

After the Seder, everyone joined in with a potluck feast.
To finish off the evening, parents joined their children
with a song and dance.

golden syrup and enjoyed by all.

After saying goodnight to parents and before

Elise

heading to bed, Class 3s had a hot drink and story
around the fire.

Class 4
In Class 4 we are in the last

A big thank you to all the parents who made the

week of our 'Human Being

evening so magical— the set up crew, the cooking crew,

and the Animal World' Main

clean up crew, the "sleep"over crew, and the breakfast

Lesson.

crew. A special thank you to Nimrod, Rachel, Dave and

We have been

spending time with many

Lindy for sharing their experiences with the children.

special guests, including Smog the cat, Casper the

Kim

guinea pig, Lipstick the blue-tongue, Bessie the dog,
Sunny-Boy the budgie, Penne the pug, Cleo the wonder
dog, Linnea's rabbit, Qug's rats and our own pet mice,
fish and stick insect! Susan the vet, a very special guest,
taught us how to assess Cleo's health and answered all
our vet questions. We also visited the Raptor Centre
where we were amazed by the up-close encounters
with Tasmania's birds of prey.
Bel

Manon and Lyn receiving their award from Professor Warner,
Governor of Tasmania, and Susie Haley from Utas.

Science and Engineering Challenge

News and Events

Last week, on a very chilly Wednesday morning, Class 8

Parade of Lights

and a couple of Class 9’s headed off to the University of
Tasmania to participate in the Science and Engineering
Challenge.

Arriving early, we were treated to hot

chocolates before being divided into small groups to
compete against other schools in eight challenging
activities.
Our group had to make a functioning hand that could
pick up objects and do sign language, using straws,
string

and

icy

pole

sticks.

Other

activities

included Bridge Building with balsa wood and
paperclips; and Coding with machines using coloured
optic fibre rods.

Each activity had its own

complications and challenges.

TSSF AGM

We had fun competing with people we normally don’t

You may be aware that the Tarramah Steiner School

work with, and worked well together, building our team

Foundation (TSSF) recently held its AGM on 7 May

work and problem solving skills, to win the event on our

2019. About 50 people attended and heard from

first day. Having won this heat, we were invited back to

Rachael Downie and Rod Tomlinson who delivered a

the state final on Monday.

joint report as School Chair and Council Chair. The

In the same small groups we undertook different

finance report was delivered by Stuart Barry, TSSF

activities competing against the top 8 of 60 teams who

treasurer. Both reports were formally accepted.

had entered the Challenge. Whilst most schools sent a

The efforts of the staff in managing to deliver a

select group of Year 10 students undertaking STEM

successful year in constrained financial circumstances

(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) as

was acknowledged. These efforts also resulted in the

an elective, we went as an entire class relying on our

registration of the school by the Independent Schools

diverse skills and interests.

Board of Tasmania for a further 3 years. The TSSF

We came 7th in the final, but were very happy with our

formally thanked the staff for this work.

achievement. We thoroughly enjoyed the challenge

The existing TSSF council members were re elected.

and recognised that it was an enriching experience. We

They include Rachael Downie, Stuart Barry, Penny

thank Utas and the STEM Outreach team for giving us

Finlay, Sandra Falconer, John Adams, John Green and

this opportunity and look forward to competing again

Paul Gilding.

next year.
Class 8

The AGM’s purpose was to receive reports and elect
Council members and, therefore, questions raised
regarding school culture were deferred to a meeting on
23 May. There were over 50 people (including many
staff members) who attended this meeting and the TSSF
thanks

everyone

for

their

input.

We

are

reviewing the issues raised at the meeting and will
provide feedback as soon as we are able.

TUCK SHOP
Every Thursday at lunchtime for class 1 - 10 students

Class Parents for 2019
The P&F are compiling a list of class parents for 2019. Each

and teachers.

class should have a class parent to nurture the social

Nachos $5 Large $3 Small , Bliss Balls $1

aspect of the class for the year and to be involved in any

GF and DF options

P&F associated gatherings for the school, the main one

We do need parent help to make the tuck shop run

being the Spring Fair.
If you are the Class parent or know who your Class parent
is , please let KRIS know at: tarremahpandf@gmail.com.

smoothly, please check out the sign up zone below, and
put your name down for a time ☺
https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

P&F Gatherings for 2019
This year the committee are asking the different classes to
help with our different events throughout the year. For
example Class 4 helped the P&F run the Welcome
BBQ. Each year Class 4 will help run this event. We are
aiming to compile a booklet for each event, so there is an
easy transition each year. It is so wonderful to have the
extra help at these wonderful community events, and
takes the pressure of the small P&F group. Upcoming
gatherings are; Working Bee catering, Easter Market BBQ,
Grandparents Day café, and Cake stall.
Any queries please email Amanda :
tarremahpandf@gmail.com

Parent and Friends meetings
We always welcome new members to the P&F.......if you
would like to be part of this rewarding and fun team, how
about thinking of joining up for the year. We will meet in
the Honey suckle room and always have nibblies, lots of
laughs and a variety of hot drinks!

NEXT MEETING: Monday 10 July at 6:30pm as lasts
week’s meeting was postponed as we did not have enough
people to make a quorum.
Please

email

us

if

you

would

along: tarremahpandf@gmail.com.

like

to

come
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