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Steiner Teacher Formation & Development
I mentioned in my last article that; “Schools are brought
into being, much as a midwife brings a new-born into
the world, not ‘constructed’ or ‘assembled’ along
manufacturing lines.”
The same could be said of Steiner teacher formation
and development. Teachers are grown and developed,
their faculties awakened, not ‘produced’ or ‘trained’. I
still remember when one of my esteemed colleagues
was asked about teacher ‘training’, she rose to her full
5’ 6” stature and declaimed indignantly, “You don’t
train teachers, you train monkeys!” How then are
Steiner teachers brought into being?
 By completing the two year tertiary Steiner teacher
training at the Steiner Seminar in Melbourne or the
Steiner teacher training at Parsifal College in Sydney?
 Or is it by doing the Grail Quest Teacher Training?
 Or is it by doing an on-the-job training with one of the
‘in-house’ school trainings where a teacher
undertakes a Class Teaching position and attends
afternoon classes and weekend seminars – training
on-the-job?
 Or is it teaching in a Steiner School and undertaking
self-directed study and learning from colleagues?
 Or is it teaching in a Steiner School and attending the
Primary School or Secondary Steiner teacher trainings
annually or engaging ?
 Or is it having a full Steiner education yourself?
 Or is it an innate disposition which makes of a
state-trained teacher who has never heard of Steiner
education a natural ‘Steiner’ teacher wherever they
are teaching?
And if you have any of these preparations behind you
but do not find your way to the well-springs of your
own creative, intuitive activity – deeply informed by
anything you know about or can learn of Steiner’s
educational insights – then can you call yourself a
Steiner Teacher or Steiner Educator in the sense that
Steiner meant?
When Steiner was asked in Oxford what is the ‘key’ to a
Waldorf teacher’s training, his response was
illuminating;

“Waldorf teacher training involves receptivity to
changes in human nature… A Waldorf teacher must be
prepared to face something that will be completely
different tomorrow from what it was yesterday… Unless
our view of human nature is as fresh as this, without
preconceptions from the past, we cannot comprehend
human growth and development. We may rest assured
that changes out in the cosmos will be somewhat slow,
but when it comes to transitions in human nature, from
early childhood to the teens… such great changes occur
continually that we face an entirely new situation… We
need open minds, ready to receive new wisdom each
day, and a disposition that can transform accumulated
knowledge into a sense of potential that leaves the
mind clear for the new… A heart that is open to changes
in life—its unexpected and continuous freshness—must
be a Waldorf teacher’s basic mood and nature.”
Rod Tomlinson
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P&F Meeting & AGM
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Winter Spiral
Last Day of Term 2

Meg, Class 9—Self Portrait

Hall Foyer
Honeysuckle Room
Hall Foyer

Some photos from Early Childhood Centre
Lantern Walk held last week

Class 3 Synagogue Visit
On Monday Class 3 visited the Synagogue in Hobart as
part of the Hebrew Stories Main Lesson. All the boys
were required to wear a "kippah" or scull cap as they
entered. David and Daniel told us some very interesting
history of the building. The Hobart Synagogue is the
oldest in Australia, being consecrated in 1845. The
children even saw some old seats which were originally
used by Jewish convicts to worship with the Jewish free
settlers.
David showed us some Torah scrolls which are used
during worship services and are thought to be as old as
the synagogue. There was one extra special Torah scroll
which is in a glass case. This scroll is one of 1,564 which
were donated to synagogues around the world from
the former Czechoslovakia in 1963, having been
salvaged following the Second World War.
We have been extremely lucky to have Nimrod Kafri
join our class a few times. Nimrod originally comes from
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News and Events

Great things are happening in both the classroom and

Parade of Lights Singing

the playground this week. Harry and Whistler have built

The songs for the Parade of Lights singalong booklet has

a pond and water feature in our “cubby” area in Area A

been sent home via email so please check it.

and the fountain really Works!

Please enjoy singing these songs with your children
and/or be introduced to them on the night. Please bring
your music along with you to aid you with lyrics, or just
enjoy being led in Community song next Friday evening.
All you need is your good cheer, participation and your
welcome voices of all shapes, types and sizes to make
music together to brighten up the season.
Music is for everyone.
Gina Rose

School Tours Every Wednesday in May
The Management team at Tarremah usually conduct
School Tours on the first Wednesday of each month. In
May, however, will offer tours every Wednesday in
May. Tours are an ideal way for community members
to see the entire span of our classes from the Early
Childhood Centre to the senior classes. Visitors on
school tours include families of prospective students,
prospective teachers, relief teachers and aides, and
interested parents who are invited to bring along
friends.
The tours begin at 9:30am and you can book a place by
ringing the School on 62297007. After looking over the
school classrooms and grounds, morning tea is
supplied, giving you an opportunity to ask any
questions of the tour guides.
All are welcome and we look forward to seeing some
familiar and new faces.

meet in the Honey suckle room

All School Working Bee

and always have

nibblies, lots of laughs and a variety of hot drinks!

A huge thank-you to all those who gave their support to

NEXT MEETING (including the AGM):

our first all school working bee for the year. A dedicated

6:30pm. Please email us if you would like to come

group of cleaning, gardening and repairing fairies,

along: tarremahpandf@gmail.com

worked tirelessly to refresh and rejuvenate our
school. We also secretly deposited homemade biscuits,
herbal teas and cards into each staff member's pigeon
hole to express our sincere gratitude for all that they do
for us and our children. Our hard work was rewarded
with happy chats and laughter accompanied by
delicious hot soup, homemade cakes and biscuits and

4 June

at

Tuckshop
Every Thursday at lunchtime for class 1 - 10 students
and teachers.
Margarita Pizza: $4 or $2 for 1/2
Slushies: $1

slow cups of tea. It was a wonderful day and the school

GF and DF options

looks all shiny and bright. Thank-you!

We do need parent help to make the tuck shop run

Class Parents for 2019
The P&F are compiling a list of class parents for 2019.
Each class should have a class parent to nurture the

smoothly, please check out the sign up zone below, and
put your name down for a time ☺
https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

social aspect of the class for the year and to be involved
in any P&F associated gatherings for the school, the
main one being the Spring Fair.
If you are the Class parent or know who your Class
parent is , please let KRIS know at:
tarremahpandf@gmail.com

P&F Gatherings for 2019
This year the committee are asking the different classes
to help with our different events throughout the year.
For example Class 4 helped the P&F run the Welcome
BBQ. Each year Class 4 will help run this event. We are
aiming to compile a booklet for each event, so there is
an easy transition each year. It is so wonderful to have
the extra help at these wonderful community events,
and takes the pressure of the small P&F group.
Upcoming gatherings are; Grandparents Day café and
Cake stall.
Any queries please email Amanda :
tarremahpandf@gmail.com

Parent and Friends Meetings
We always welcome new members to the P&F. If you
would like to be part of this rewarding and fun team,
how about thinking of joining up for the year. We will
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