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I arrived at Tarremah around five and a half years ago
to assist for six months to try to effect change to the
school structure that had led to a particular culture
developing in the school that had led to an intractable
organisational crisis. After five and a half years of
cultivation of a ‘culture’ that allows for structural
change, I find myself having contributed what I can, to
allow for those changes.
Our anthroposophical perspectives incline us to
consider schools as organisms rather than
organisations, emphasising that they are growing,
developing, living communities which our chosen
organisational forms need to respond and adapt to.
Schools are brought into being, much as a midwife
brings a new-born into the world, not ‘constructed’ or
‘assembled’ along manufacturing lines.
Over recent years, we have continued striving to
develop a culture of greater openness to consultation
with others and to adaptation and change. At the same
time we have sought to develop a culture of self-reliant,
self-directing responsibility – the keystone of a
republican culture.
We have seen an increasingly strong engagement by
staff in the school in this republican culture and a
marked increase in confidence and responsibility
amongst all the staff to respond to parental concerns
and our obligations to statutory bodies free of
dependence on direction or recourse to figures of
authority. This has restored republican responsibility
and capacity for initiative, the foundation stones for
entry on to the anthroposophical path of self
development but the organisational structure of the
school remains a hierarchical one and does not yet
enshrine these republican ideals for perpetuity.

contributions towards solving our problems in full
personal responsibility. Each member must be fully
responsible for his or her deeds. Instead of receiving
directives from above, we shall work together in
common purpose.” This cultivates an essential quality
for us of restraining our levels of criticism to those
which our preparedness and capacities to contribute to
its solution can be relied upon. Steiner goes on to
suggest that, “Negative criticism is only justified if
accompanied by positive criticism. There can be such
indifference with regard to positive achievements.
People become stultified if nobody takes a scrap of
notice of what they achieve.”
Please request a copy of an article, Free Schools, Free
Spirits at the School Office if you are interested in
seeking further information on these republican ideals
in Steiner Schools.
Rod Tomlinson
1 -20.VIII.1919, Stuttgart (GA 300a). “Deshalb werden wir die Schule
nicht regierungsgemäss, sondern verwaltungsgemäss einrichten und
sie republikanisch verwalten. In einer wirklichen Lehrer-Republik
werden wir nicht hinter uns haben Ruhekissen, Verordnungen, die
vom Rektorat kommen, sondern wir müssen hineintragen (in uns
tragen?) dasjenige, was uns die Möglichkeit gibt, was jedem von uns
die volle Verantwortung gibt für das, was wir zu tun haben. Jeder
muss selbst voll verantwortlich sein.”
2 -15.X.1922, Stuttgart, Faculty Meetings (GA 300b).

Steiner expressed this ideal to the teachers he had
gathered together to initiate the first school with the
words; “We shall run our school in a ‘republican’
manner. In a genuine teacher-‘republic’ we cannot
shelter behind the protective cushioning of a
headmaster’s directives, but we must bring our own

Diary Dates

Saturday 11 May
Tuesday 14—Thursday 16 May
Wednesday 15 May
Wednesday 15 May
Friday 17 May
Tuesday 21 May
Wednesday 22 May
Wednesday 22 May
Friday 24 May
Wednesday 29 May

10:00am—2:00pm
9:30am
9:00am—11:00am
5:30pm
6:30pm
9:30am
9:00am—11:00am
6:00pm
9:30pm

Whole School Working Bee
NAPLAN for Classes 3, 5, 7 & 9
School Tour
Heartwarmers Café
ECC Lantern Walk
P&F Class Parent Meeting
School Tour
Heartwarmers Café
Parade of Lights
School Tour

Elanta, Class 8

Hall Foyer
Honeysuckle Room
Hall Foyer

Kodomo no hi Celebration

I got to this place through writing. Brett had put up a

Last Sunday, Class 2 and 3

poster advertising The Frank Macdonald MM Memorial

students

performed

at

the

Prize which is a historical essay competition open to all

inaugural

Kodomo

no

hi

Tasmanian Year 9 students. The Prize is dedicated to

(Children's day) celebration in the Royal Botanical

the memory of Australia’s oldest WW1 veteran, a

gardens. On May 5th Japanese people celebrate

Tasmanian man named Frank Macdonald. Frank passed

children and wish for their health and happiness.

away in 2003 at the age of 107. The competition gives

Under the guidance of Sarah Sensei, the students
performed two songs, Ohayou and Ito Maki Maki.
Students from grades 4-6 also made Koi Nobori (carp
flags) that were used to decorate the Japanese gardens.

out 3 questions about WW1 and asks you to submit an
essay of some kind. They accept written work, but also
audiovisual work if that’s more your thing. Last year the
question I chose was: “After the 1918 Military armistice,
an early slogan for the Legacy club was “After the War

We look forward to participating in this event next

comes the Battle” Outline what this slogan may mean in

year!

an Australian context” I was fascinated by this question.

Hayley Platts

Frank MacDonald Memorial Prize
At mid-morning Australian time on this Anzac Day just
past. I, and five other students from around Tasmania,
two teachers, an RSL representative, a politician, and
our tour leader were all driving in the early hours of the
morning, through the French countryside to the
National Memorial at Villers Brettoneux. I saw the
memorial rise up on the hill, covered with bright lights
and people running around making sure everything was

It showed me another side to WW1, after the battles
and when peace had been declared. What happened to
those soldiers who survived?
I researched, and the answer I found was truly tragic,
Australia was not prepared for what its veterans would
experience. There was no understanding of Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder, so there was little help
available, and this combined with the Great Depression
left many veterans of the First World War in a lot of
pain, and at a great disadvantage.

in place for the Dawn Service. I was struck by the

Out of over 200 entries, the essay I produced was

opportunity I had been given, to play a role in a

shortlisted by the Prize’s judging panel.

ceremony that meant a great deal to many people, on a

I was amazed, and several months later, I and 10 other

day a national tragedy, remembering a great loss of

lovely people, were catching our flight to Belgium. We

human life on the day the Gallipoli campaign had

spent the next 2 weeks together travelling through

begun. I felt grateful to be trusted to represent my

Belgium and France, learning about the tragedies that

Home.

had occurred on the Western Front from 1914 to 1918.
In Europe, we spent our days travelling on a Bus
through different memorials and cemeteries, each one
with a different story to tell. In the mornings and
evenings, we went exploring through the small cities we
were staying in. We found cool architecture, delicious
chocolate, and laughed at many inside jokes. I learned
about the way soldiers are commemorated. I learned
about the symbolism packed into the memorials. We
stood at cemeteries where thousands of people lay
buried. We learned what each piece of writing of a
soldiers gravestone meant. How the battles were

fought, what tactics were tried, and if they failed or

News and Events

succeeded. I travelled to where my own great
grandfather would have been treated for his wounds.
And told the group his story and how his wounds had
impacted the 16 years he lived after the War. On Anzac
day we sat in the early morning at the dawn service at
Villers Brettoneux. And played our role in remembering
how damaging war is.
And remembering the
lives that were lost.
It all went by so quickly
we moved from Brussels to Ypres to Amiens
to end in Paris in what
felt

like

seconds.

I

learned a lot in a short
space of time. Made
awesome friends, and I
feel very grateful to be given this gift of an experience.
I’m still working through what happened.
I cannot recommend entering this competition enough.
No matter how your essay does. You will become a
better writer for it. Anyone who is interested in Class 9,
definitely go for it. If you’ve got any questions please
ask, I’m more than happy to help you.
Griffin, Class 10

School Tours Every Wednesday in May
The Management team at Tarremah usually conduct
School Tours on the first Wednesday of each month. In
May, however, will offer tours every Wednesday in
May. Tours are an ideal way for community members
to see the entire span of our classes from the Early
Childhood Centre to the senior classes. Visitors on
school tours include families of prospective students,
prospective teachers, relief teachers and aides, and
interested parents who are invited to bring along
friends.
The tours begin at 9:30am and you can book a place by
ringing the School on 62297007. After looking over the
school classrooms and grounds, morning tea is
supplied, giving you an opportunity to ask any
questions of the tour guides.
All are welcome and we look forward to seeing some
familiar and new faces.

aiming to compile a booklet for each event, so there is
an easy transition each year. It is so wonderful to have

All school WORKING BEE

the extra help at these wonderful community events,

Saturday 11 May, 10:00am—2:00pm

and takes the pressure of the small P&F group.

This the first all school WORKING BEE for 2019! A

Upcoming gatherings are; Working Bee catering,

wonderful day to beautify our gardens, tend to odd jobs

Grandparents Day café, and Cake stall.

and

infuse

our

school

with

that

wonderful

Tarremah community spirit. Bring gardening and
cleaning tools e.g. rakes, brooms, spades etc. and a
good dose of elbow grease. And then a yummy lunch
to celebrate our accomplishments and catch up

Any queries please email Amanda:
tarremahpandf@gmail.com

Parent and Friends meetings
We always welcome new members to the P&F. If you

with friends. What a great opportunity to come

would like to be part of this rewarding and fun team,

together and show our children the very meaning of

how about thinking of joining up for the year. We will

"many hands make light work"!

meet in the Honey suckle room

Pop the date in your calendar and we look forward to

nibblies, lots of laughs and a variety of hot drinks!

seeing you all there.

NEXT MEETING: 7 May at 6:30pm. Please email us if

Easter Market
With a hint of Summer's warmth we enjoyed a happy
evening sharing food and conversation, and wandering

and always have

you would like to come
along: tarremahpandf@gmail.com

stalls laden with Easter delights. Thank-you as always to

TUCK SHOP...EVERY THURSDAY
LUNCHTIME

all who supported this annual event. And a heartfelt

What is on offer this term:

thank-you to our many stall holders and our wonderful

Nacho bowls: small $3 & large $5

market co-ordinator Kylee, for creating such a beautiful

Bean/Tomatoes and the choice of corn salsa, sour

community afternoon.

cream and tasty cheese for the topping. A handful of
corn chips surround the bowl for easy eating.

Class Parents for 2019
The P&F are compiling a list of class parents for 2019.

All vegetarian. GF, DF and Vegan options

Each class should have a class parent to nurture the

Bliss balls: $1

social aspect of the class for the year and to be involved

Please put your name in the sign up roster below. Your

in any P&F associated gatherings for the school, the

time is much appreciated. YOUR ELDEST CHILD HAS A

main one being the Spring Fair.

FREE LUNCH when you volunteer to help

If you are the Class parent or know who your Class

https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

parent is , please let KRIS know at:
tarremahpandf@gmail.com
We will be gathering together as a group along with the
P&F on Tuesday 21 May at 6:30pm.

P&F Gatherings for 2019
This year the committee are asking the different classes
to help with our different events throughout the year.
For example Class 4 helped the P&F run the Welcome
BBQ. Each year Class 4 will help run this event. We are
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