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Struggling with ‘God’
“The human being is a ‘choice’, a struggle, a constant
becoming… a migration within, from clay to God.” Ali
Shariati
I was recently asked about Steiner Schools’ use of the
term ‘God’ in verses and stories, etc. – an entirely
justified question in our time. A lot of our
contemporaries recoil at the word ‘God’, only
understanding by that, the popular religious view that
God is a divine being. But, the Western tradition’s
greatest scholastics defined God, not as a being but as
the ‘beingness’ of all beings, and her mystics too, that
‘God’ is the divine ‘ground’ of all that is. This leads
inevitably to the perception that our ‘beingness’, the
heart of our being, is also divine, is one with God. As
Thomas Merton, so strikingly put it, “God is not
someone else”. ‘God’ is the very self of all our selves.
This more esoteric understanding at the heart of the
Judaeo-Christian-Islamic tradition can often be far more
amenable to our contemporary philosophical and
scientific sensibilities allowing us to find common
ground.

being is a divinised being.
What are some of these transfigurations of our being
that we are challenged to effect in our time? In his
books, Steiner articulates two aspects of our Zeitgeist as
he had come to understand it; “We are now living in the
age… wherein the all-important thing is for individuals
to draw their own conclusions and learn to give facts an
unprejudiced hearing.” And “A human being at first
counts as true what they prefer in their feelings and
desires. Lasting truth however, is only attained when
our judgement has freed itself from all such sympathy
and antipathy of feeling. [We must strive to discern] the
truth that is true even if all personal feelings revolt
against it.” This is undoubtedly task enough for one
lifetime!

Anthroposophy shares the view with other traditions
that there is a gradual evolution of our consciousness, a
realisation of our divine nature, ultimately leading to a
‘divinisation’ of our selves over vast vistas of time, and
of the whole creation. Steiner conceived it thus; “The
whole evolution of the human being is a kind of
education of humanity. The various faculties are
gradually acquired.” “The epochs of human evolution
always set humanity fresh tasks... their own particular
tasks.” “One can take something up only during a
particular lifetime. If one fails to take it up, one has
missed something entirely.” As human beings
increasingly realise their full humanity they come to
discover that the fully actualised or realised human
Alexandra, Class 4
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Class 6 South Coast Camp
After much excitement and the usual thorough "Gear
Check Game", Class 6, accompanied by Andreas, Qug
and Maddy (and later joined by Rob), journeyed to the
southern most point (by road)

in Australia (not

counting the odd island!).
After visiting the spectacular Hastings Cave, swimming
in the Thermal Pool and making hard decisions in the
purchase of gem stones from Lunaris at Lune River,

Class 2

students set up their camp at Cockle Creek. After

Class 2 have been experimenting with colour through

making their tent area tidy for inspection we feasted on

wet-on-wet painting!

Summer Kitchen Pies and salad.

These activities are an engaging way for children to

On the Tuesday the children managed to overcome

hone their motor skills, explore colour mixing, and

various hardships to walk to South Cape Bay - then

create beautiful pictures.

opportunity to gaze out at the crashing waves rolling in
from the Antarctica. It was a big walk for the class and
they were justly rewarded on their return journey to a
big slice of watermelon and a swim in Recherche Bay.
The final day was spent packing up, ensuring we left the
camp cleaner than when we arrived and sketching the
whale monument.
The children did really well, worked as a team and built
up skills which will hold them in good stead for the
following Port Arthur Camp in early November.
Once again a big thank you to Andreas, Qug, Maddy
and Rob for helping.

Class 7 create ema

John Correy

used in Shinto to see ask for wishes from the gods in

Camp Leader

Japan. The students wrote their goals for Japanese this

Class 7 have been creating ema, small wooden plaques

year and drew pictures of inoshishi (boars) to celebrate
2019, the year of the boar!
Hayley Platts

News and Events

Bees
Michael Rowland, our
resident

Gardening

Wooden Boat Needed for ECC
This year we had to say goodbye to

teacher and beekeeper,

our much beloved wooden boat,

is

which has provided many years of

showing

Class

3

students Miriam, Leo

adventurous journeys and beautiful play for children in

and Charlie Tarremah's

our Kindergartens. It has left a gaping hole in our yard.

beehive.

We are hoping to replace it and are asking if anyone in

Michael presented a talk to the Tasmanian branch of

our community has, or knows of, a wooden boat

the Anthroposophical Society this week about bees and

looking for a new home.

their historical link with humanity. He explored the
reasons why we need to put the wellbeing of bees
ahead of the industrialisation of the honey industry,
and what we can do to protect our bee populations in

Please contact any of the Early Childhood teachers if
you can help.
Greetings from the Kindergartens!

the future.

Request from the Garden
We need some small containers and supermarket bags
in which the children can take their produce home. We
also need animal manure for the compost heap; any
donations gratefully received.
Many thanks, Michael

School Photo Schedule
School photos will be taken
on 18 & 19 March and the
schedule is as follows;
Monday: 8:45am Class 8, 9:15am Class 1, 9:45am Class
2, 10:15am Class 3, 11:30am Class 9 and 12:00pm Class
10.
Wednesday: 8:45am Class 7, 9:15am Pipit, 9:45am
Fantail, 10:15am Class 5, 11:30am Class 4 and 12:00pm
Class 6.
Please be sure all students are neatly dressed and their
hair is tidy.

Upcoming gatherings are; Working Bee catering, Easter

Parents and Friends

Market BBQ, Grandparents Day café, and Cake stall.

Tarremah Grapevine
Did you know that the P&F have their own newsletter

Any queries please email Amanda :

for parents to advertise things to buy/sell, promote

tarremahpandf@gmail.com.

their business or upcoming workshops. It is called
the The Tarremah Grapevine.

Parent and Friends meetings
We always welcome new members to the P&F. If you

The Tarremah Grapevine is published monthly by

would like to be part of this rewarding and fun team,

the Tarremah Steiner School Parents and Friends

how about thinking of joining up for the year. We will

Committee.....and mastered by Peter James, a parent at

meet in the Honey suckle room

the school.

nibblies, lots of laughs and a variety of hot drinks!

The newsletter is sent out via whole school email, or

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 5th March at 6.30pm. Please

you can choose to have it hard copy, and it will go

email

home with your eldest child.

along: tarremahpandf@gmail.com.

Advertising is accepted from Tarremah students,

TUCK SHOP is on again!

parents and staff only, with the exception of
Anthroposophical and Steiner specific events or items.
Advertisements must be received by the 14th of each
month for inclusion.

us

if

you

would

and always have

like

to

come

Every Thursday at lunchtime for Class 1 - 10 students
and teachers.
Marguarita Pizza: $4 or $2 for 1/2
Slushies: $1

For any information about the Tarremah Grapevine or
payments please email the Grapevine team on:

GF and DF options
We do need parent help to make the tuck shop run

tarremahgv@gmail.com.

smoothly, please check out the sign up zone below, and

CLASS PARENTS for 2019
The P&F are compiling a list of class parents for 2019.
Each class should have a class parent to nurture the

put your name down for a time ☺
https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

social aspect of the class for the year and to be involved
in any P&F associated gatherings for the school, the
main one being the Spring Fair.
If you are the Class parent or know who your Class
parent

is

,

please

let

KRIS

know

at:

tarremahpandf@gmail.com.

P&F Gatherings for 2019
This year the committee are asking the different classes
to help with our different events throughout the year.
For example Class 4 helped the P&F run the Welcome
BBQ. Each year Class 4 will help run this event. We are
aiming to compile a booklet for each event, so there is
an easy transition each year. It is so wonderful to have
the extra help at these wonderful community events,
and takes the pressure of the small P&F group.

Publishing details
Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
during term times. For further information please contact the school office or visit http://
www.tarremah.tas.edu.au
Tarremah Times is published by Tarremah Steiner
School
email: mail@tarremah.tas.edu.au

