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School Registration Board Audit & NAPLAN
Last Tuesday, Tarremah hosted a visit from two
auditors from the Schools Registration Board, for their
scheduled examination and review of Tarremah’s
educational, management and governance compliance.
Such an audit offers us an opportunity to subject the
school and its operations to professional scrutiny and to
identify any shortcomings. Both auditors were
eminently well-qualified and spent the best part of
Tuesday reviewing our paperwork and procedures with
a penetrating expertise. They were particularly
concerned to understand how our educational
outcomes were achieved, and assessed, in Prep classes
where conventional and formal learning settings were
absent. By the end of the day after interviewing
teachers and visiting classrooms, they were increasingly
reassured and then uninhibitedly enthusiastic about
what they observed and gleaned from early childhood
staff. Their careful orchestration of activities – even free
play – which effect clearly articulated outcomes and the
perceptive, detailed observations that while
unobtrusive, assess the children’s progress against very
clear matrices of attainment. They even offered some
invaluable suggestions for promoting and marketing the
school to inform the broader community of what is
being achieved here!

classes. We follow at Tarremah, does not teach some
content and skills covered by the National Curriculum
by Class 3. It teaches all the required content and skills
but they are scheduled differently from that of the
national curriculum, because of our understanding of
child development and learning readiness. This has the
unfortunate consequence that of NAPLAN testing often
assumesing these skills and content, which our children
in Class 3 have not yet been taught! The auditors’ were
additionally curious that while writing and composition,
suffered a steady decline in Class 9 students’ attainment
across the country by Class 9 our students’ results have
eclipsed their peers elsewhere! They have now, not only
caught up, but the slower and sounder approach to
numeracy and literacy in the early years, preserves their
love of learning and enhancing their self-reliance along
with a greater confidence in their independent power of
judgement, both of which are advantageous in
standardised testing!
Such visits from regulatory bodies can serve to remind
us all of how proud we should be of the education our
children are receiving here at Tarremah and equally
proud of the directions in which this community
continues to strive.

They also wanted to unpack further why we experience
low scores in our Class 3 NAPLAN results and then such
consistently high scores by Class 9? Their concerns were
allayed by our explanation that the ACARA approved
Australian Steiner Curriculum Framework, which has
been approved as an alternative curriculum by the
Australian Curriculum and Reporting Authority (ACARA),
teaches all the required content before the end of year
10 with some variations on timing dependant on our
understanding of child development and learning
readiness. Our Class 3 and 5 curricula so not align
exactly with the ACARA curriculum, hence the poor
results usually gained by students in these two

Diary Dates
Monday 3 September
Monday 3 Sepetmber
Wednesday 5 September
Wednesday 5 September
Thursday 6 September
Friday 7 September
Monday 3—Friday 7 September
Friday 21 September
Monday 24 September
Thursday 27 Septmeber

Tara, Class 10
9:15am for 9:30am
6:30pm
9:30am
9:00am-10:30am
2:00pm-3:00pm
2:30pm
6:00pm

Grandparent’s and Special Friend’s Day
Hall
P & F Meeting
Honeysuckle Room
School Tour
Heartwarmers Café’
Hall Foyer
Class 7 Medieval Banquet
Primary School Music Concert
Hall
Class 9 Primary Industry Work Experience
P & F Cake Stall
Honey Suckle Room
P & F Meeting
Honeysuckle Room
Secondary School Music Concert
Hall

Class 7 try Archery

The snowy Snow Camp

As part of their Middle Ages

During the recent wild weather, Class 8 ventured up to
Mt field for their winter camp.

History Main Lesson, Class 7

They weren’t

were visited by Kevin and Jenny

disappointed, with fresh snow making a magical winter

from the Society of Creative

wonderland to explore.

Anachronism; a living history

The students geared up with waterproofs and thermal

club.

layers and made ‘first tracks’ up to Mt Mawson and

They were able to practice their

across to Tarn Shelf to look at the frozen lakes. They
had an adventurous time exploring, sliding, building,
throwing snowballs and brewing up hot chocolate on
their Trangia stoves.

archery skills as well as examine
what medieval armour looked and felt like. AND THEN
they got to practice their archery skills on Kevin while
dressed in Medieval armour! Great Times!

Special thanks to Sir John for his invaluable knowledge,
boundless energy and good humour.
Fingers crossed for more snow next winter!

Class 10 visited Maria Island on their
Surveying Camp!

Frank

The students enjoyed a week of fine weather while they
surveyed the island with theodolites and levels. High
winds were predicted for Wednesday but thankfully
they never came.
Nevertheless the crew stayed indoors and produced a
very fine patchwork map of the whole peninsula, north
of Darlington. They then surveyed Bishop and Clerk,
from above and below, on Thursday.

News and Events

Premiers Reader Challenge

Primary Music
Concert

classes 2 - 5 took part in the Premier's Reading

During the months of June and July students from
Challenge. Students were encouraged to read ten books

Friday 7 September,
2pm in the Hall

in ten weeks, and some students read up to 30!

Class 3 , 4, 5 and 6 students are presenting the annual

Jessica McKenzie and Lachlan Crane won a book

Primary School Music Concert and wish to invite

voucher for their astounding efforts in the challenge.

parents to attend.

Well done to everyone who participated!

Students are reminded to bring their sheet music/

Abbey

instruments from home on this day if required and
dress neatly for performance (smart casual).
The concert is expected to be around 60 minutes in
duration with no interval.
Please note this important date in your diary.
I look forward to welcoming you to an enjoyable
afternoon of musical sharing.
Gina Rose
Music Teacher

Secondary School Music Concert
Thursday 27 September, 6:00pm in the Hall
Class

7—10

students

are

presenting

the

annual Secondary School Music Concert in the
Tarremah School Hall.
All students are required to be in attendance to check
set up, prepare and perform at 5:30pm for a
6.00pm performance start time.
Students are reminded to bring their sheet music/
instruments from home if required and dress neatly for
performance (smart casual).
The concert is expected to be approximately around 8090 minutes in duration with no interval.
Please note this important date in your diary.
I look forward to welcoming you to an enjoyable
evening of musical sharing.
Gina Rose
Music Teacher

Classrooms Officially Opened
We celebrated the official opening of our Class 9 and 10
rooms and our Science/Art lab on Tuesday afternoon.
Thank you to all who came along for the ceremony.

Spring Fair

Parents and Friends
We always welcome new members to the P&F and if
you would like to be part of this rewarding and fun
team, how about thinking of joining up for the
remainder of the year.
Our meetings are on Monday nights at 6:30pm once a
month. Upcoming meetings are 3 & 24 September .
We

meet

in

the

Honeysuckle

Room,

The SPRING FAIR is only a few months away, please put
SUNDAY 11 November on your calendars. We have a
wonderful craft room this year. Thanks to the alumni
parents for taking this on.
Your Class parents should be in touch soon about your
class
activities:

and

always have nibbles, lots of laughs and a variety of hot
drinks!

Pipit

Signage and decoration

Fantail Lemonade
Class 1 Young children’s outdoor activities

Please email us if you would like to come along:

Class 2 Children’s tent, pocket lady & BBQ

tarremahpandf@gmail.com.

Class 3 Young children’s indoor activities

Whole School Working Bee postponed until Term 4

Class 4 Children’s tent, pocket lady & BBQ
Class 5 Coffee Shop

Tuck Shop

Class 6 Older children’s activities

Thursdays are lunchtime Tuck shop day!

Class 7 Treasure Trove (clothes/books)

What is on offer in Term 3
Soup: $3 per cup (pumpkin, potato & leek, chicken
noodle and minestrone)
Hot Cheese Rolls : $2

Class 8 Car parking/Shuttle bus
Class 9 Hot spuds, setup & pack up
Class 10 Ice Cream, photo booth, set up & pack up
Alumni Coffee Shop

Plain Roll: $1

The Spring Fair committee members are:

Chocolate bliss ball: $1
GF and DF options

Kris Campbell, Lindsey Wherrett, Lisa Charleston, Kaara

Only available for classes 1-10, and teachers.

Anja Boot

To make the Tuckshop run smoothly and quickly we do

The Spring Fair Committee have been meeting each

need volunteers, please sign up to the online roster

fortnight to plan a wonderful Fair for this year. There

below (bookmark it, so you can access at any time).

are some great NEW activities and also some fantastic

https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

changes, which will make the Fair enjoyable for all our

Tilasmi, Steph Phillips, Ian Alston, Amanda Thompson &

school community. More details coming soon.

Sand Dollars - Pre-Loved Children's Clothing
Tuesdays from 2:30pm—3:30pm

Come and find a bargain. We will be on the playgroup
porch.
Sand Dollars will be selling second hand kids clothing
and shoes with a focus on things that are appropriate to
wear to school. The P and F will also be accepting
clothing donations when we are open if you have seen
the daffodils and have started to think about a Spring
clean. Hope to see you there!
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