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When is a School Counsellor called a School
Chaplain?
I was asked recently
why Tarremah, a
non-denominational school, has a School ‘Chaplain’?
The short answer is, the long answer makes more
sense.
Back in 2007 a federally funded programme was
announced offering grants to schools for school
chaplains. On behalf of the Steiner schools I was
involved with, I wrote a letter to protest the need for
religious affiliations if their stated aim was to encourage
schools to have on staff, an adult that children had
recourse to in times of crisis when they were ever
unable to speak to their teachers – or their parents.
Why weren’t schools not being granted the
discretionary powers to employ a counsellor or youth
worker regardless of their religious affiliations? Ours
was one of many and the point was conceded, schools
could apply the grant to employ a School Chaplain or a
School Counsellor.
Tarremah did not apply for this funding, but in 2014, a
new National School Chaplaincy Program was
announced, but this time funding would only be
provided to schools whose appointments possessed,
“recognised religious qualifications or endorsement by
a recognised or accepted religious institution”.
However, it added that they could be from any faith
and they, “must not proselytise, and must respect,
accept and be sensitive to other people’s views, values
and beliefs”, and “must respect the fact that
participation by students will be voluntary.” Tarremah
felt confident that it could find a suitably qualified
youth worker or counsellor who could acquire
‘endorsement’ from a ‘recognised or accepted religious
institution’, especially if that could be ‘from any faith”.
So we applied, receiving funding for a one day a week
‘chaplain’ and began the recruitment process.

Pepperell emerged most strongly at the interview stage
with his personal attributes, experience, certifications
and degree in psychology. To meet the criteria, he had
to be able to acquire the endorsement of “a recognised
or accepted religious institution” but as a Bahá’í he was
able to acquire that from his Local Spiritual Assembly of
the Bahá’í Faith.
There have been many occasions over the past three
and a half years when we have considered ourselves
deeply fortunate, and had good reason to be profoundly
grateful, for James’s presence on staff. He has added
enormous value to the support we offer our students.
The Federal Government has recently announced it is
going to fund the National School Chaplaincy Program
for a further four years based on the Review of the
programme conducted by Kantar Public for the federal
Department of Education and Training in which they
surveyed more than 2,000 principals, chaplains, parents
and students in late 2016. It makes very interesting
reading and is available online at: https://
schoolchaplaincy.org.au/independent-review-intoeffectiveness-of-nscp/

We received some very strong applicants, but James
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costume. The wonderful aroma of incenses wafted

Class 2 are currently studying 'Saintly lives' for main

through the room all day.

lesson and we were lucky enough to have Joan of Arc's
feast day fall on Wednesday, May 30. We celebrated
Joan of Arc by having our main lesson 'feast' in the
reserve. Thank you to Class 2 parents for making this
possible. The children and teachers alike enjoyed a
change of scenery for main lesson!

She most certainly blessed us with her presence if the
dancing that occurred next was anything to go on. We
invited in the "Dancing Divas", Buhvana and Rakhee,
who took the class on a journey through Indian dance
styles dressed in full costume from the Mahabharata
Period. They taught the class the moves with everything
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Class three would like to express their

gratitude to David for giving us such a wonderful
experience. We would also like to say a very big thank
you to Nimrod Kafri who organised the visit for us and
read some of the Torah to us in Hebrew.

My heartfelt thanks to the parents of the class whose
contributions of food, time and assistance helped make
the day a success. Thanks, of course, also to the
Dancing Divas who worked so beautifully with the class.
Thanks to the Gods and Goddesses for their inspiration

After the visit to the Synagogue we spent the rest of the

and their blessings.

day at the Botanical Gardens eating, playing in the

Om Shanti

leaves, counting tree-rings on one of the recently fallen

Andreas

trees, exploring and rolling down rolly-polly hill. Thank
you to all the parents who helped make this day run so
smoothly.
Bel

Class 5
At the time of Autumns final Harvest Moon Class 5 last
week celebrated their study of Ancient India with a
feast. The celebrations were combined with elements
of the Indian Festival of lights known as Diwali.

Class 10 present Electra by Euripides
27 & 28 June, 11:15am & 7pm, in the Hall
You are cordially invited to Class 10’s Greek tragedy
performance of Electra. Whilst it is not appropriate for
children in Class 6 and under, these productions are a
wonderful opportunity for parents to sneak a peek at
the drama productions to come for their own children.
Not to mention these evenings are always a wonderful
social occasion and often quite thought provoking,
given the eternal nature of Greek Drama (well all good
literature, for that matter).

Clay candle holders were made and decorated,
decorative footprints were made and placed in front of

Written in 413BC, Electra tells of a brother (Orestes)

the doorway to invite in the Goddess Lakshmi, patron

and sister’s (Electra) plot to kill their mother

Goddess of the festival, also Goddess of Prosperity,

(Clytemnestra), seeking revenge upon her for the death

Abundance Good Fortune and Joy. Hands were

of their father (Agamemnon).

hennaed and mandalas drawn. Many of the class really

Revenge – hatred - guilt – regret! Will they find respite?

entered into the spirit of the event by dressing up in full

News and Events

If anyone has any questions or suggestions about

Who Is ‘James’?

what I can do to improve the harmony and

Hello everyone, my name is James Pepperell. For the

wellbeing of the school, its students and the

last three and a half years I have been the Chaplain

community please feel free to come and have a

here at Tarremah. During that time I have had the

chat with me. I look forward to getting to continuing

opportunity to meet many of you and talk about my

my relationship with everyone here at the school for

role, however as I am only here one day a week on

many years to come. I can be contacted through

Mondays I don’t get to meet as many parents and

email at jamesp@tarremah.tas.edu.au.

friends as I would like! So here is a brief profile; who I

2018 Tarremah Community Directory

am and what I do here.
I have a degree in Psychology and a minor in
Anthropology which I studied in Queensland. For the
past four and a half years I have been working as a
Youth Worker with Clarence City Council and
Mission Australia.

We are producing the Tarremah Community
Directory again for 2018.
online

form

Please complete the

(www.tarremah.tas.edu.au/

tarremahdirectory) if you wish your name and
details to appear in this directory.

Each parent/

guardian should complete an individual form,

It was in these capacities as a youth worker and

regardless of whether you appeared in the 2017

counsellor that I was employed here at Tarremah on

edition.
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Fortunately,

I

funded
am

a
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programme.

of

the

Bahá’í

community and the Spiritual Assembly here provided
the endorsement required by the Government funding.
For anyone who is not familiar with the Bahá’í Faith, it
is a relatively young and inclusive religion that
recognises the universal reality of all faiths, all of which
we consider part of a progressive revelation of God to
human beings.
My role at Tarremah has had to evolve organically in
the absence of any precedents, adapting to the
community’s needs, but particularly to developing
effective ways to provide emotional, mental and
spiritual

support

to

the

older

students

and
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independent
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administrative records and, therefore, will not
update your records with the School. With respect
to your privacy, your details will not be included
unless you complete the online form and consent to
your
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Directory.

being

used
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Tarremah

Your children’s names will not be

included whether you complete the form or not.
We are particularly interested in adding your skills
and hobbies as well as your business details (if you
have one) to help facilitate community connection
and mutual support.
Included in the Tarremah Directory will be key
information such as Term Dates and Teacher

occasionally to staff and parents of the school.
Over my time here, I have had the pleasure of
supporting many students on their journey through

Contact information. Every household will receive a
copy of the Tarremah Directory annually.

Tarremah and seeing them grow and develop into

This directory will be produced for Term 3, 2018 and

amazing young adults. The issues students bring to me

then annually.
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qualifications

before Friday 22 June to be included in the next

from
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Certificate IV training in ‘mental health’ and ‘making
appropriate referrals’).

Tarremah Directory.

Parents and Friends

To deliver the Fair in the best way possible, a

We always welcome new members to the P&F and if

committee has formed and members will be contacting

you would like to be part of this rewarding and fun

class parents in the coming weeks, to discuss class

team, how about thinking of joining up for the

activities. Our focus is on supporting our own school

remainder of the year.

community,

Our meetings are on Monday nights at 6:30pm once a

outcome.

month. The next meeting will be Monday 25 June.

community will benefit from every bit of the effort we

We

meet

in

the

Honeysuckle

Room,

and

with

fundraising

as

a

secondary

It’s our intention that our children and

all put in, and then some.

always have nibblies, lots of laughs and a variety of hot
drinks!

Stay tuned for more information, via your class

Please email us if you would like to come along:

parents. We look forward to sharing in a great fair with

tarremahpandf@gmail.com

you.

Tuck Shop

Sincerely,

Thursdays are lunchtime Tuck shop day!

The Spring Fair Committee

What is on offer in Term 2

Kris Campbell, Lindsey Wherrett, Lisa Charleston,

Nacho bowls: Small $3 & Large $5

Kaara Tilasmi, Steph Phillips, Ian

Chocolate Anzacs: $1

Thompson, Anja Boot

Bean/tomatoes and the choice of corn salsa, sour

Heartwarmers Cafe

cream and tasty cheese for the topping. A handful of
corn chips surround the bowl for easy eating.
All vegetarian. GF, DF and Vegan options

Alston, Amanda

Hall Foyer 9:00am - 10:30am Every Wednesday for the
month of June.
Come along after dropping your
children to school and enjoy

PARENT HELP is essential to make the tuckshop a

some home baked goodies, a

success. Between 9:00am-10:00am after children have

hot cuppa and some lovely

been dropped off is a great time to help us prep, and

conversation with others. Young

between 2-3pm before picking children up is an

children most welcome.

awesome time to help us clean up between 12:00
noon-1:30pm is rush hour, and extra hands are always
needed. Please check out the |roster below in the sign
up zone, and help make the Tuckshop a success at the
school. It's lots of fun being involved!
https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT
Only available for Classes 1-10, teachers and admin
staff

Publishing details

We’re ecstatic to announce that there will be a Spring
Fair this year!

Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
during term times. For further information please contact the school office or visit http://
www.tarremah.tas.edu.au

It will be held on Sunday 11 November (Remembrance
Day), with a slightly longer time slot of 10:00am to
3:00pm.

Tarremah Times is published by Tarremah Steiner
School
email: mail@tarremah.tas.edu.au

Spring Fair

