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Fanning the Flame Within
In Steiner education we are always seeking ways to
allow the children to enact and embody their learning
experientially – and apparently there are times when
life seeks the same for us! Class 10 have just been
studying the history of world literature in their Main
Lesson during which they learn that the oldest book we
possess consists of the ancient cuneiform clay tablets
which record the Epic of Gilgamesh. In that poem is an
account of a deluge which inundates the world. In Class
5 they will probably have been read those passages in
the Epic of Gilgamesh during their Ancient Babylonian/
Chaldaean Main Lesson as well as having heard the
version of that story recorded in the Jewish Tanakh in
Class 3.
Two weeks ago Tarremah experienced its own deluge
during the extreme storm event which swept over
Tasmania. With the power cut off and extensive
cleaning up of the grounds and buildings required, the
whole of Tarremah was closed on the Friday and
Monday. While all other classes were able to return to
school on Tuesday, Class 1 children had to wait until
Wednesday and subsequently have even had to
relocate temporarily to our Foreign Languages Room
due to the extent of the damage to their flooring! The
Early Childhood classes and grounds were the most
seriously damaged however and were unable to reopen
until Monday this week thanks to temporary floor
coverings – a colourful rug collage generously provided
by members of the community! And everyone will have
experienced being re-directed to our temporary office
arrangements around the back of the Administration
building, the front rooms of which, along with Jo’s
Office, are awaiting replacement of floor coverings. The
Staff room has been relocated to the School Hall foyer
until repairs can be effected and the Craft programme is
currently happening in classrooms until the Craft
Room’s floor coverings can be replaced – you may have

noticed, it is also housing all the displaced furniture at
present!
This has all made an inordinate impact on everyone’s
energy and resilience but the community response and
support has buoyed everyone’s spirits throughout this
trying time. The Monday after the damage saw the
lion’s share of the cleaning up and all staff arrived to see
equal numbers of parents as staff had come along to
help! In addition, because of the school closure, many
of the staff and all the parents had children at home
that they had to make arrangements for so they could
attend! Many of the parents brought their professional
expertise to the job, repairing infrastructure, restoring
the grounds and cleaning up the mud and water
damaged classrooms, furniture and fittings – Yves even
brought his bobcat, facilitating extensive restoration of
the devastating damage in the ECC playground! I can’t
say how moved we all were to work alongside one
another that day, experiencing the transformation that
is achieved in the face of adversity when a community
like ours comes together.
Our heartfelt gratitude for all the support, great and
small that has been offered and provided to Tarremah
over these past two weeks. The experience has served
to remind us of the importance and privilege of being
part of such a community.
“At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a
spark from another person. Each of us has cause to
think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the
flame within us.” Albert Schweitzer
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Class 6 Gets Really Noisy
Strange and beautiful sounds have been heard coming
from Class 6 during our Physics main lesson, as we
explored sound, light and heat. The children made
their own instruments, such as a carved carrot whistle,
a Thonga Donga, a beautiful carved wooden harp, an
ice-cream scoop guitar, various ukuleles, drums,
shakers and pipes. Then they made a lot of noise.

The next week we were all locked into a dark container
with mirrors, torches and a packet of matches, as we
explored light and pitch dark. We then thrust our hands
in freezing ice water...all in the name of science. We
have had a lot of fun exploring the wonders of sound,
light and heat.

Elise

Eva, Class 6

News and Events

Recent Storms & Damage

Early Childhood Lantern Walk Postponed

Our recent storms and damage provided another timely

The

Early

Childhood

Lantern

Walk

has

been

postponed until Friday 8 June at 5:30pm.

reminder of how communities are brought together in
crisis and the strength of the Tarremah School
community. Over the last week or so, parents and staff
worked together to assess the damage, respond to the

The Jewel Beneath The Dragon’s Wing

immediate needs – removing carpet, repairing play

Amidst the devastation the storm left in its wake, a

spaces and clearing debris; and longer term needs –

colleague reminded me of a mutual friend.

getting the Early Childhood area suitable for the return

When things got tough, and one was inclined to feel

of children.

sorry for oneself, she would call on us to “look for the

School Council would like to acknowledge and thank all

jewel beneath the dragon’s wing”.

those who supported these efforts, especially the

Well, the jewel that was revealed in the days after the

strong parent body that gave up their time, reorganised

storm shone and sparkled so brightly, we didn’t have to

their own children and worked extremely hard to

search hard!

ensure minimal disruption to the education of the

While the Early Childhood rooms were hit quite badly,

students. Teachers, administration staff and support

we also received the most amazing help and support

staff all put in a mammoth effort and this was truly

from across the Tarremah community!

appreciated.

Parents past and present, staff and students worked

In addition to this ‘hands on’ work, there was the com-

incredibly hard to restore the rooms and grounds.

munication from the initial storms on Thursday night

We cannot express our gratitude enough to you all,

through to school opening on Tuesday that kept us all

who helped with clearing, cleaning, drying, washing,

fully informed and able to plan.

mending, landscaping, fencing, restoring… and so on!

The ongoing adjustments (not the least being the Staff

We are back in our rooms now, with generously loaned

Resource Room and office area) are still being made

carpets and rugs, awaiting the next steps in this saga to

and the flexibility of staff in getting on with the business

unfold (new floorcoverings).

of Tarremah is both necessary and valued.

Thank you all for coming together and for working so
hard!
Annette for the Early Childhood faculty

Eva, Class 6

A morning tea from School Council to thank staff is to
take place on Wednesday 23 May.

Parents and Friends

Spring Fair

Heartwarmers Cafe

Tarremah Grapevine

Tuck Shop
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