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Therapy Dogs
Robert Van de Castle, an authority on the subject,
reported that children under the age of five describe
gorillas, bears, tigers, wolves, snakes and other wild
things populating their dreams. But as we pass through
childhood and approach adolescence it becomes rarer
and rarer, with domesticated animals increasingly the
only animals to appear in our dreams. In adulthood we
rarely dream of animals at all; on average around 7% of
our dream time, compared to around 60% for four-year
-olds!
What are we to make of this? It is true that children
benefit enormously from the opportunity to love and
care for other living creatures. Steiner drew attention to
the way in which our ‘humanity’ emerges from our
instinctive life during the Primary school years. Our
animal nature has to be tamed and transmuted to serve
our higher human aims. Healthy relations with animals
can support the shifting of the largely self-centred
interests of instinctive life to make room for the
interests of other living beings – this compassion for
animals is often what goes on to awaken in us a greater
sense of humanity for other human beings.

I and my beautiful two-year-old Golden Retriever, Cleo,
are currently training to become a ‘therapy dog’ team.
Cleo is loved by everyone she meets. She loves to learn,
to play, and to listen. And she loves spending time with
young people.
My aim is to bring Cleo’s friendly, gentle nature into the
classroom, initially on a weekly basis, to foster
relationships between this special dog and the children
of Tarremah. She will spend time with the children of
Tarremah inside the classroom, she would listen to
them read, and help them learn to appropriately
interact with, respect and love animals.
If you would like more information about the benefits of
therapy dogs for children, take a look at the
therapyanimals.org website – they have an excellent
collection of articles and research that support the use
of therapy dogs in schools.
Hayley

In acknowledgement of these developmental and
therapeutic benefits, children’s wards and schools
around the world are increasingly including ‘Therapy
Dogs’ on their staffs.
Rod
Over the past 25 years, studies have shown the benefits
of supported interaction with dogs in the classroom.
The advantages range from calming and positively
engaging and motivating children, to improving their
reading and literacy skills, and even lessen anxiety and
lower blood pressure and heart rates in anxious
children. Children with learning difficulties and those on
the Autism spectrum showed particular improvement in
behaviour and communication skills.

Therapy Dog Cleo

Diary Dates
Monday 5 March
Wednesday 7 March
Wednesday 7 March
Monday 12 March
Tuesday 13—Friday 16 March
Tuesday 20—Friday 23 March
Friday 23 March
Monday 26—Thursday 29 March
Tuesday 27 March
Friday 30 March—Tuesday 3 April

6:30pm
9:30am
9:00am - 11:00am

P&F Meeting
School Tour
Heartwarmers Café
Public Holiday
Classes 4 & 5 Swimming
Classes 4 & 5 Swimming
Easter Market
Classes 4 & 5 Swimming
Harvest Games
Easter Break

Honeysuckle Room
Hall

Hall
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Class 10 – The Odyssey

to the community. The award is set up in 3 stages:

Reading the Odyssey, we enter a world infused by the

bronze, silver and gold.

imagination! We are carried along by the fantastical
and often horrific narrative which never ceases to
engage; as well as significant themes for discussion

Steve talked to us about the different benefits of the
award and how we can go about doing it.
“The program encourages people under 25 to learn

(teenagers do love to talk – a lot! )
No attention is too small to escape the poet’s (Homer)
attentive gaze which can be challenging to read and
digest for your

new skills, improve physical fitness and become
independent,” said Cleo, who attended the presentation.

average modern

Steve told us that to complete the award you must

teenager.

engage in a certain number of hours in four different

The

areas: personal skill, a sport, a journey and service.

Odyssey
offers

the stu-

The bronze award costs $125, silver $135 and gold

dent an epic tale

$145.

of poetic adventure amidst a world of gorgeous language, not to mention a great deal of feasting and IT - (the ancient Greeks

The talk was very educational, and a lot of people
showed interest in participating in the award.

had to eat and be social in order to find out what was
happening

in

their

world!) Our final Greek
feast

was

a

wonderful sharing and
time for students to
mingle
four

with
new

students
been

German

who

with

our

us

have
this

term…. far far from
home, while four of
our

students

are

currently in Germany,
far, far from home!

Ruby - Class 10 Media Studies

Class 7 Camp
Class 7 picked the perfect weather window to walk
from the top of Kunanyi to School throughout their
three-day camp. They spent a day and a half at Fusion,
a low and high ropes venue, where they took part in
both
co-operative activities and personal challenges. Pink
sunrises set the scene for the students working
effectively together as a team or negotiating the high
ropes.
Thank you to Chris, Naomi and Matt for their help d
uring the camp.
John Correy

Lindsey Gallon

Duke of Edinburgh
Last Thursday Steve, who is the head of Duke of
Edinburgh Award Tasmania, came and gave an
educational talk about the award to Class 9 and 10
students in the prism.
The Duke of Edinburgh award was first started in 1956
and it is set up for people from the ages of 14-25 to
further their physical recreation, skills and to give back

News and Events

I will collect from the Class 8 room on Thursdays, then

Mystery Deposit

pack up and deliver on Fridays.

Two amounts have been transferred to our bank

Many, Many thanks in advance,

account that cannot be allocated. The amounts were

Marnie xxxxx

transferred on 7th and 21st February. The reference for
both transfers is SS. Are these transfers yours? Please
contact Penny at pennl@tarremah.tas.edu.au.

Student ID Cards: Available for Students
Classes 8 -10
Student ID Cards are used to get student prices

Asylum Seeker Collection Boxes

on cinema tickets, transport and various activities,

Below is a letter from Marnie about the Asylum Seekers

venues and events. Tarremah Steiner School does not

and refugees we have been supporting as a school over

request the use of Student ID Cards, so this year we are

the past couple of years.

letting parents, guardians and students decide whether

We will be beginning our food and toiletry collection

an ID Card is needed.

again next week. Class 8 students will drop by each

We can print the ID Cards for students in Classes 8 - 10

classroom between 10:40 and 11:00 on Thursday

on request at the Office. Each card will cost $5.00 and

mornings to pick up any donations. Thank you for your

please allow 24 hours for the card to be produced after

support!

payment has been received.

Hayley Platts

Reminder: 2018 Term Dates

Hi Folks,

Term 1: Wednesday 31 January to Friday 13 April

Firstly, thank you for your on-going support for
refugees and Asylum seekers in Hobart.

Easter: Friday 30 March to Tuesday 3 April
Term 2: Tuesday 1 May to Friday 29 June

I just wanted to update everyone on the makeup of the

Student Free Day: Monday 30 April

families we love and support. Our families include:

Term 3: Tuesday 24 July to Friday 28 September

 A single mum with 2 young lads, both of whom have

Student Free Day Monday 23 July

special needs.

Term 4: Monday 15 October to Thursday 13 December

 A single mum with a 5 year old daughter.

Student Free Day: Monday 5 November (TBC)

 Mum, Dad and 2 young lads.

School Holiday: Friday 26 October

 Mum, Dad and 2 young daughters.
 Mum, auntie and 2 teenage girls.
The purpose of food/toiletry boxes is to help stretch
limited dollars further. In some cases, no dollars
further!!!
So your donations really do help. In 2018 I continue to
be super grateful for items such as:
White rice
Tinned tomatoes
Fresh fruit & vegetables
Toothpaste
Pasta
Deodorant

Coconut cream
Chick peas
Pads
Supermarket vouchers
Toilet paper

*no tinned meat or pork products please.

Parents and Friends
Welcome back to Tarremah, and a big HUG and
smiles to all the new families who have joined our
school community
We have some exciting events coming up this year, stay
posted for more details!!
The P&F committee for 2018 so far: Anja Boot, Amanda
Thompson, Melissa Pettman, Kim Creef, Catherine
Silcock, Marcus Tatton, Nat Coombe, Milena Badger,
Claire Bauer, Steph Phillips, and Marnie Dixon.
We welcome new members any time. Our meetings are
on the first Monday night of the month at 6:30pm in
the Honeysuckle room.
Our next meeting is Monday 5 March.
Contact Amanda for details: 0437 211 389

scrumptious lunch for all involved. Children/students
most welcome but must have a parent to supervise
them at all times.
We are after skilled tradesman to help with structural
work at the garden, if this is you, please let Marcus
Tatton know as soon as possible:
marcus.tatton9@gmail.com

Easter Market
Friday 23rd March from 2:00pm - 4:00pm, School Hall
This has become a fantastic community event, with so
many stall holders from young and old and many
people loving the time to catch up with friends, and buy
some lovely homemade goodies for the Easter break.
Get in quick if you want to be a stall holder, as we do
have a minimum amount of room and tables.

Thursdays are lunchtime Tuck shop day!

Students only allowed to attend from 3.00 - 4.00.
Parents/Guardians can set up for their children's stall
from 1pm onwards.

Yummy homemade margarita pizza's $4 or $2 for half a
piece (GF and vegan options).

Market enquiries to Amanda: 0437 211 389

100% fruit slushies only $1

Stall enquiries to Kylee: mrscarter1975.kc@gmail.com

Our first few week’s have been very busy! The apple,
watermelon and strawberry slushies were a real hit.

Heartwarmers Café

The pizzas were very popular, they are basically the
small size whole meal bases that can be bought from
Breadd, and the toppings are fresh basil and tomato,
and a tom paste, then sprinkled with mozzarella and
tasty cheese.

First Wednesday of each month, March 7th and April
4th.

TuckShop

We are a no waste tuck shop. All pizzas were served on
serviettes, and the slushies were served in cups with
spoons, which the students rinsed and put on the
dishwashing trays. Anything leftover can be frozen and
reheated the following week, or re blended for new
slushies!
Parent help is much appreciated to make the day run
smoothly and quick, please click on the link for our
roster: https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT
Only available for Classes 1-10, teachers and admin
staff

Whole "SCHOOL GARDEN" Working Bee
Saturday 7 April 10:00am—3:00pm
This will be just focusing on our garden above the Hall.
The
P&F
will
provide
a
complimentary

9:00am -10:30am in the Hall Foyer

Come along and enjoy a cuppa and some home made
goodies.
Young children most welcome.
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