‘Wisdom is born of wonder’ was an ancient Greek
commonplace which has found a profound home in
Steiner education in our ‘phenomenological’ approach to
learning. First, students observe, experience or have
described to them a phenomena, historical event,
biographical anecdote, literary passage or text which they
are encouraged initially to ponder for themselves,
individually and collectively, allowing them an
opportunity to exercise their own thinking and hone their
own capacities for sound judgement. Only after
increasingly lively discussion and speculation does the
teacher elaborate for students the historical or
community consensus views.
Equally important for Waldorf educators are Steiner’s
indications that all emotional intelligence and
compassion for others is born out of the cultivation of an
attitude of ‘reverence’ for the world. Not just to wonder at
the wisdom in the world but to allow it to ‘instruct’ us, to
speak to us and to ‘respect’ the need for its continued
presence in the world so it remains available to speak to
others and to future generations. Our early childhood
classes are hushed when they light candles for a birthday
and experience the veneration their teachers cultivate for
the wonder of fire and its gifts of light and warmth, or
when their attention is drawn to the first rose of Spring
budding in the garden, or wondering at the five-fold star
in the heart of the apple being cut up to share in the
morning. The marvelling of the Primary children at the
wisdom of animals and their innate capacities and bodily
wisdom, the joys of cultivating the gifts of nature in their
Horticulture classes and the nurturing and caring for
animals. They see their teachers remove and release
unwanted spiders and wasps from the classroom – we
may not want them in the classroom but they have an
important role to play in the world which they can
continue to perform outside! I was on playground duty
the other morning when three yellow-tailed Black
Cockatoos flew heavily through the playground at ground
level! There were a dozen or so boys playing handball
and they all just stopped to watch the birds’ auspicious
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passage through their space with such genuinely
reverential ‘Ohhs’ and ‘Aahs’ that their game did not
resume until they had completely disappeared. Earlier
this Spring, staff and students netted off an area in the
middle of the school oval where a pair of Plovers had laid
their egg!
Steiner always directed students aspiring to
self-development to first cultivate deep well-springs of
reverence for the world and all living beings. Our
capacities for empathy and our healthy impulses to
nurture and care for one another are preserved and
restored by educating children and ourselves to a healthy
love and care for animals. Whatever we can achieve in
this direction profoundly affects the future of the world. “If
you find your cup is bitter, turn yourself into wine.”
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What a five day journey it was - Class 9 students
exploring the action of water in a number of
environments.
From deep within a cave, to coastal lagoons, to drawing
some of the oldest rocks on earth (ancient folded rocks
and glacial deposits), to towering trees in the forests of
the SW to glacial scarred landscapes...all in southern
Tasmania, the students coped with the challenging
weather conditions with flying colours!
Qug, Emily and John were impressed at how well the
students worked as a cohesive group, working to task in a
mixture of conditions.
A big thank you to Qug and Emily for the different things
they bring to the camp.
John Correy
Camp Leader

News and Events

open for two more weeks, so please take the time to
complete the survey and have your say. If you did not
receive the email link please contact myself.
The Parent Survey closes on Tuesday November 21

Friday 17 November,
10:00am – 2:00pm

During the next few weeks, we will also be inviting Class

This year the School will be holding its annual Swimming

8, 9 and 10 students to participate in a Student Survey

Carnival at Blackmans Bay Beach (the middle section of

which helps to provide meaningful insights into how

the beach). We have elected to try a surf carnival this

Tarremah can help improve student learning.

year, which should provide students with plenty of fun

If you have any questions about either of these school

games and activities throughout the day for students in

surveys please email eliseb@tarremah.tas.edu.au.

Classes 6-10.

Kind Regards,

Staff and students will depart School around 9am and will
walk down to the beach and prepare to start the first

Elise Blacher

activities around 9.45am which will be House chants to
start the day.

What: Digital Technology - Parent Talk

The events will conclude just after 2pm, students will then
have time to change, clean up the house areas and will
return to school via Bus.

When: Thursday 16 November, 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Where: The Class 10 Room
Topic: This session will be presented by Chris Littlejohn
and will inform parents of the current Bring Your Own

Family Help Request
As this will be the first carnival of its kind, I will need

Device (BYOD) protocols for next year’s Class 8s.

some assistance from families to assist with equipment. If

It is also an opportunity for any interested parent to hear

you could possibly assist with any of the following items,

about Home Internet Management, Digital Citizenship,

it would really help:

the School’s Website information on this topic and Parent



Army – type combat net (made of rope)

Controls.



A loan of 6-8 Boogie boards for the day.



Small marquees (x4) – one each for the house areas



Life jackets (x 8)

Please email me on ginap@tarremah.tas.edu.au by
Monday 13 November if you can assist with any of the
items listed.

For the past two years, Tarremah has formally gathered
the opinions and ideas of parents, helping the school to
develop and improve.

The annual Parent Survey has

allowed parents to anonymously provide feedback, which
has then been collated by a computer program and
reported back to the School Council, Executive and
College of Teachers.
Every parent should have received a link to the Parent
Survey via email last Tuesday. The Parent Survey will be

Parents and Friends

Wednesday 9:00am-10:30am in November in the Hall
Foyer
Come along and enjoy a cuppa and cake with friends.
Bring some craft to do and share with others.

Vegetarian or meat bolognaise pasta
Large: $5 Small: $3

Young children most welcome, we have a cosy toy corner.

Yogurt Fruit Smoothies $2
To be able to offer a healthy dessert as well as a
scrumptious main meal we do need parents to volunteer
to help, especially between 12:30pm - 1:30pm, and clean
up between 2:00pm - 3:00pm. The more parent help we
get, the quicker our children can be served their delicious
lunch.
Please put your name on the sign up roster below.
Your time is much appreciated to keep this wonderful
lunchtime happening at the school.
https://signup.zone/jrhRZJsyAE6unKRyp

This lovely cafe will happen every Wednesday in
November to coincide with the School Tour
Karin from the Lyrebird Shop in Town will provide pop
up craft on each of the November Heart Warmers
There will be different simple craft activities for parents:

Fleece angels, Rose windows, Felt Christmas tree decoration.
Friday 8 December 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Put this date in your diaries.

Vegie, Gluten and dairy free options for everything!

Come along and quietly peruse stalls for an hour before
pick up or drop in with your children from 3:00pm4:00pm for some Christmas cheer!

Sunday 19 November, 11:00am to 2:00pm
Families in Playgroup, Pipit, Fantail, Class 1 and Class 2
are invited to join us for a fun picnic day together, so
bring your picnic rug, your sunhats, thermos and picnic
lunch!

More details soon
Enquiries: Amanda 0437 211 389

There will be lots of activities to enjoy; wheelbarrow
rides, Coconut Shy, Lily Pond, skipping fun, rock painting,
little craft activities and Potato Whack!
Stayed tuned to your class parent to help out on the day!
Enquiries: Georgie Ferguson
geoginaf@tarremah.tas.edu.au

0437985781

or

We always welcome new members to the P&F and if you
would like to be part of this rewarding and fun team, how
about thinking of joining up for the remainder of the
year.
Our meetings are on Monday nights at 6:30pm once a
month. The next meeting is Monday November 27.
We meet in the Honeysuckle Room, and always
have nibblies, lots of laughs and a variety of hot
drinks!

Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
during term times. For further information please contact
the school office or visit http://www.tarremah.tas.edu.au

Please email us if you would like to come along:
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