Last Monday our staff were joined by teachers from the
Tamar Valley Steiner School for our professional
development day. We were fortunate enough to be
guided by Brian Keats through an historical survey of the
conceptual pictures that have evolved over the ages to
explain the planetary motions we observe with the naked
eye.
Brian stressed that, in his experience, for an adolescent
to grapple with the more scientific Ptolemaic and
Copernican descriptions of planetary movements which
we do in Class 6, a solid background of direct
observations begins in the Kindergarten – from the
direction that the Sun and Moon rises and sets, to direct
observation of the night sky, the movements of Venus,
Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, weather and seasonal
phenomena. It is only with this fertile fund of first-hand
observations, free of any theoretical constructs, that the
child can successfully engage in the higher level
discussions in the Astronomy lesson in Class 6.

Light Physics, then a course in Heat Physics and lastly a
course in Astronomy and its relationship to the various
sciences. This demonstrated the importance he placed on
teachers feeling at home in the physical world so that
they could influence children to feel the same. But Steiner
particularly emphasised in the Astronomy course that the
evolving conceptual pictures all accounted for the observable phenomena but that there are individual features in
each that have been overlooked and it is precisely these
that may lead to improved conceptual maps into the
future. It is a salutary reminder to teachers that the ‘map’
is not the territory and that the same territory can be variously understood by different approaches to conceptual
cartography, that today’s scientific ‘reality’ could be tomorrow’s myth and that our scientific, conceptual
understanding is a dynamically evolving thought picture
that we all may make a contribution to. In the pioneering
spirit of Walt Whitman, “That the powerful play goes on,
and you may contribute a verse”.

Brian began his survey with the predictive instruments of
prehistoric stone circles – drawing attention to the
recently identified Australian ones – and referencing the
various Chinese, Indian, Babylonian and Egyptian
developments and then on to the Greek thinkers’ theories
which were developed from the meticulous astronomical
observations and records of the Babylonians. We focussed
particularly on Ptolemy’s model, grappling with its
conceptual complexity until we were content that it
accounted successfully for all the observable astronomical
phenomena despite its earth-centred axiom.

….Continued on page 3

We then went on to examine more closely the Copernican
model modified by Tycho Brahe and Johannes Kepler
which largely prevails today. Looking at key elements in
both of these that are often overlooked, Bryan drew
attention to Rudolf Steiner’s suggestions that there are
perhaps far more complex, dynamic planetary motions
going on than the current model allows for. Steiner presented these reflections in a lecture course he conducted
in Stuttgart where the first Waldorf School was founded.
Twelve months previously he had conducted a course in
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Please remember that Rubbish Free Lunch Day is every
Tuesday from Term 2 onwards.
Class 2 have a some great ideas for rubbish free lunch
day.
Food in a thermos is a great way to warm you up, or left
over dinner is a quick and easy lunch.

You will all have recently received an email from Anja,
the Chair of the Parents and Friends Committee at
Tarremah announcing the decision not to proceed with
the School Fair in 2017. The School Fair depends on very
high levels of input over the months of preparation from
three significant sources; The Parents and Friends
Committee members, the Class Parents and over recent
years the School Fair Coordinator.

This year the P&F were confronted with critically reduced
numbers on the Committee, including; the loss of some
members who had played key roles in the running of
previous School Fairs, only half the classes had class
parents and some of these had intimated that they were
not willing to play the coordinating role for the School
Fair, and the Fair Coordinator was interested in
re-directing her energies in the school to other P&F
initiatives!
They sadly conceded that they were in no position to
launch this year’s School Fair. There was not time at this
decisive point of launching the preparations for this
year’s School Fair to turn back and begin fresh
recruitment. Two years ago a difficult decision was made
in the face of reduced human resources to down-size the
School Fair and refocus on the more popular stalls and
activities. This resulted in a groundswell of support from
the community and the Fair was restored to its full glory
but much of this increased load fell back on the
Committee members shoulders by the time the School
Fair was held. It was acknowledged that parents providing an independent school education for their children
find it increasingly difficult to commit to the time and
energy contributions that these roles entail in our
increasingly neo-liberal social environment.
This difficult decision has had the unforeseen
consequence though of releasing a renewed sense of
empowerment and initiative on the committee’s part and
a great number of new ideas. It has also revived many
great ideas which previously could not be considered
with the School Fair monopolising many parents’
availability and resources.
The Tarremah Parents & Friends Committee have the
school’s full support in this decision and feel that there is
much to be excited about in this process of transition and
renewal and it is with great anticipation that we await the
P&F’s fresh initiatives.
Discussions are now underway to consider these,
including changed formats for the School Fair, fresh
initiatives altogether and the reinvigoration of our
current calendar of events to include greater community
engagement of a more achievable sort with a greater
emphasis on the nurture and development of our community members.
If you are inspired to contribute or become more
involved don’t hesitate to contact Anja Boot ,Amanda
Thompson, Catherine Silcock or Kim Creef and support
them in this exciting phase of change.
Rod
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Through the middle of the day we were moved by the
stories from members of the Living Library who shared
their experiences of social stereotyping and prejudice that
had limited or harmed their healthy development. We all
drew salient lessons from their edifying stories with a
direct application to our work with the children in our
care. The Living Library visit Tarremah once a year to
present to our senior classes as part of our senior High
School programme.
Rod and John
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Did you know that only 25% of Indigenous students in
very remote areas are at the minimum reading standard,
compared to 90% of non-Indigenous students? We are set
to change the stats, but we need your help!
The Great Book Swap is a fantastic way to celebrate
reading locally, and raise much-needed funds for remote
communities. The idea is to swap a favourite book in
exchange for another, for a gold coin donation.
Please start donating good quality books to swap as soon
as you can.
Drop them off at the library from 8.30am to 3.30pm.
Sarah Webb
Teacher Librarian

The 10th Anniversary of Bothmer training in Australia
was held at Tarremah during the first term holidays.
Every state was represented combined with an Indian
enthusiast! Dan Freeman from New Zealand had
participants stretching, running, dancing (roundelays),
wrestling over the 7 days. Tarremah was well represented
with Hayley Platts (nee Saltmarsh - PE teacher of Classes
3, 4 and 7), Gina Poulton (PE teacher of Classes 5, 6, 8, 9
and 10), Monique Hall and Carmen Culbert and John
Correy joining in. Cameo appearances from Lindsey and
Bruce, who had participated in previous Bothmer
Intensives, highlighted the fact that Tarremah is well
endowed with Bothmer enthusiasts.
Highlights included a wonderful dinner at the school
prepared and served by our wonderful parents Amanda
Thomson and Kim Creef, the Class 4 Roundelay, long
distances covered by discus and a greater
understanding of how Bothmer movement can remediate
a number of challenges in child development.
The participants were impressed by our wonderful hall,
class rooms (where many slept over the week) and the
green and natural surrounding environment.
We are all very excited in bringing such a wonderful
developmental activity through movement to the students
and teachers of Tarremah.
If there was enthusiasm and a wish to learn more about
this integral form in our movement programme I would
be happy to facilitate such a night.
John Correy
Organiser of the Intensive

Parents and Friends
We would like to thank the School community for their
feedback about the 2017 Spring Fair decision.
Your thoughts and ideas are highly valued, and have
given us some inspiration to move forward in nurturing
our School community.
Thanks for your patience and understanding as we take
an "out breath" from the Fair this year, to rekindle
Tarremah's sense of community, and to hold some
nurturing, fun and simple gatherings for us all.
A follow up email will be distributed soon to sum up how
we will move forward from this bold decision.

Nachos and Fruit crumble are very popular and we have
listened to feedback from our customers, and the Nacho
bowls will now have less rice, and more corn chips!
We would love some assistance again this term, it was
awesome having parent helpers last term, and made
such a difference for quick service to the huge line up of
hungry students and teachers.

Friday 19 May from 2:00pm - 4:30pm in the Hall.
If you have gear to sell, please collect your info pack from
the School office get in quick!
If you want to buy gear, just turn up on Friday 19 May
and peruse the items for sale. A great way to stock up for
school camps and family camping trips.
Come along and enjoy a cuppa and some yummy food
after school pick up, chat with friends and dream of
future camping trips!
Please see below the link if you are able to help at all:
https://signup.zone/kNm3keDzC8trDgMFS
Share the date with friends and family, the more the
merrier.

Put the date in your diaries.
Thursday 10 August
9:00am -11:00am
More details closer to the date

Please see below our roster for Term 2:
https://signup.zone/xDWmhgHwnSq4mnMDT

Please come and search for items in the alcove above the
Library.

Only available for Classes 1-10, teachers and admin staff

Any outdoor clothing/footwear left after Wednesday 17th
May will be used as a fundraiser for the "Great Outdoor
Gear Sale" on the Friday. Other items will be taken to the
Op Shop.

The P&F have a bundle of second hand uniforms: shorts,
fleeces, rugby tops and pants and they all need to go to a
good home!
Gold coin donation to be put in our P&F box in School
office labelled "uniforms".
They are on a rack in the Hall Foyer from 8:45am—
3:30pm.
Our meetings for 2017 have changed to a Tuesday night at
6:30pm in the Honeysuckle Room. We always welcome
new members,

Tarremah Times Newsletter is published fortnightly
during term times. For further information please contact
the school office or visit http://www.tarremah.tas.edu.au

Next meeting will be Tuesday 16 May at 6:30pm, which
will be our AGM and planning for future community
events. Please call Amanda for information: 0437211389
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